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After serving as the club’s President for more than twice as long as any other President in the club’s 134 year history,
Brian Medhurst has decided not to stand for re-election this year. Brian has steered the club through the usual ups
and downs in the life of a chess club and always dispensed wise counsel when difficult situations arose and decisions
had to be taken.

Many congratulations to Caleb Caleshu on a fantastic performance at the British championships where he came
second in the under 14 section, losing only one game which was to the eventual winner.

Congratulations also to the winners of the club competitions in 2021/22: Ron Bruce League and Strong KO — Scott
Crockart; Bloodworth League - Caleb Caleshu; Larry Guard League - Geoff Wilson; Nobbs League —Tony Tatam

Martin Quinn

Online Four Nations Chess League: season 5

With the Devon county leagues not running and no Plymouth teams entered in the Torbay Chess League in 2021/22,
the online 4NCL was the only team competition Plymouth took part in. After four seasons in Division 2, the Plymouth
1 team finally got to play in Division 1. It wasn’t quite as strong as in previous seasons as most of the GMs and IMs
were now back playing in the OTB 4NCL, but plenty strong enough for us. We were probably in the ‘group of death’
as it was the only one made up of eight first teams and unfortunately, we were only able to field our strongest team
in two matches. We ended up 7" in our group of 8. Positives to take away — lots of exciting chess played, we had no
4-0 losses and a final round win over fellow strugglers Atticus meant we didn’t finish bottom of our group!

Plymouth 2 in contrast had a successful season finishing 3" in their very competitive group of 8. Lots of the matches
were very close and we almost beat group winners Dundee City D in the final round, which would have put in joint 1*
in match points.

Thanks to everyone who played for the teams this season.

Juniors report by Nick Butland (written in July before the British Champs)

This can be kept fairly short, mainly owing to lack of competitive opportunities. As usual, numbers in our pre-6.30
session have fluctuated, reaching a dozen at one stage but tailing away again with the arrival of warmer weather.

Jack & Buckley both made their competitive debut at June’s Megafinal in Taunton, Jack with an impressive 3/6 &
Buckley 2. Caleb made his customary impact by romping through his section with full score. Angela has been less
visible in the club but won a recent “She Plays to Win” online competition & achieved other “podium finishes” as |
believe we call them now. This is a great opportunity for the girls & | will be encouraging them all to get involved
almost as soon as they know the moves.

I’'m thankful to those boys who followed me up from Devonport High School this season — Fintan our school captain,
Devrim, Caleb of course & on occasion Ayush (he’ll be glad to get GCSEs out of the way). | have some others showing
interest, so watch out, everyone.



Luke has just joined us from my old school & George, who is home-tutored, isgoing to take on the British Under-14s
in Torquay (as will Caleb). So | am hoping that with a rather shorter “close season” than normal, they will be there &
scrapping when our club competitions restart in autumn.

| was delighted that Caleb contributed to the fortunes of the county online side & graduated seamlessly to the over-
the-board team which beat Norfolk in the Minor Counties Championship Final. He will be a good challenge for the
rest of us in the 2022-23 Ron Bruce competition.

| expect that the first junior session of 2022-23 will take place on 12 th September. By then we should have plenty of
competition dates for all our juniors.

British Chess Championships
The championships were held at the Riviera International Centre in Torquay from 8th to 21st August.

Plymouth club members had the following results:

Under 14 Caleb Caleshu 2" 5.5 from 7
George Bolt =25" 2 from7
Over 50 Mick Stinton-Brownbridge =g™" 4 from 7
Weekend u1750 Rob Wilby =44" 1.5 from 5
Weekend u1500 Klaus Tekniepe =7"  3from5
Rapidplay u1750 Rob Wilby =6"  4from7

Of course the busiest Plymouthian was Tony Tatam who was on arbiter duties throughout the event.

Games & analysés
What a week that was.... Nick Butland

At the end of June | found myself facing 3 fairly strenuous games in the course of 6 days. On the Monday, | took on
Martin Quinn in a Ron Bruce game, sacked some material to get his king in the middle of the board:

Black has a choice of moves leading to mate — he just has to get his queen up the board. Instead, | played ...Rd2+?
and after Qxd2 Bxd2, the game ground on for some while before white blundered a rook.

Such have been the delays in the Ron Bruce competition that | was in action again the next night, this time playing
online against Adam Hart-Davis. Again, | got an early advantage and we reached the critical position:



With plenty of time in hand, | should have found 29...Qxe4+ when weakness on White’s back rank means he can’t
take the Queen or save the rook & avoid mate. Instead, we morphed into an ending where | had 2 extra pawns.

My wife knew | was playing a game, so | was a bit puzzled to be handed the phone. There was Adam with the news
that his power supply was out & very generously offering his resignation rather than scratch our heads as to how we
might retrieve the situation.

So on Saturday morning, | set off on the 8.25am train from Okehampton to compete for Devon against Norfolk in the
Minor Counties’ Championship Final. | felt in good form but aware of recent tactical oversights & met up with Mick
Stinton-Brownbridge at Exeter St Davids & Caleb at the venue. All went well on the travel front, so that at 1.30pm |
sat down with opponent Nigel Larter in Woking. Here’s the game with me playing the Black pieces.

1. e4 e6 2. d4 d5 3. exd5 exd5 4. c4
Oh, a surprise. We are headed for a game where White has an isolated d-pawn.

4, ..Nf6 5. Nf3 ¢6 6. Nc3 Be7 7. Bd3 O-O 8. O-O Bg4 9. Be3 Nbd7 10. h3 Bh5
Go on, then, | dare you..

11.g4
Right, here’s a man who doesn’t baulk at a challenge.

11. ...dxc4
There’s nothing particularly wrong with retreating my bishop to g6; White doesn’t gain much advantage from
doubling my pawns, but | preferred this.

12. Bxc4 Bg6 13. Nh2

Another surprise. Ne5 has been played before. White is shaping up to play f4 when convenient, but it turns out not
to be as easy as it might appear. Now Black takes the initiative and the computer evaluation remains with him for the
remainder of the game, albeit marginally in one or two places.

13...Nb6 14. Bd3 Bxd3
As mentioned before, not forced, but | preferred to get these guys off.

15. Qxd3 Re8 16. Rad1 Qc7
Slightly inaccurate, | reckon. | needed to clear d8 for the other rook & probably should have considered ...Qd7.

17.Kg2
White has the possibility of playing g5 to scare the knight off f6 but needs to keep an eye on possible incursions by
the Black queen. (Which would have been more pressing with the queen on d7...)

17. ...Rad8 18. Qc2 Nfd5
Having established control of d5, Black is now ready to occupy it.

19. Nf3
Concluding that the excursion to h2 was in vain & still unable to play f4, White reintroduces the horse.



19. ...Nf4+
A touch careless; ...Bd6 would have been more consistent.

20. Bxf4 Qxf4 21. Ne2
And | had forgotten White could play this. Ultimately, this costs white the game, but that’s for the future.

21...Qb8
Slightly overcautious.

22. Ne5 Qc8
| had visions of 23.Qf5, but White wouldn’t want to do that now & double his pawns.

23.f4
Finally! But this creates weakness behind the pawns.

23...Nd5
With threat of the father & mother of all forks.

24. Rf3
The best White has available, but now the rooks no longer talk to each other.

24. ..c5
...f6 is the computer choice, but Black’s pieces are now ready for the fray.

25. dxc5 Qxc5
Black doesn’t need to fear the queens coming off on account of better piece coordination.

26. Qxc5 Bxc5
With the threat of ...Ne3+.

27.Kg3??
| didn’t immediately spot that this was an error, although | did think the White king had to crawl away to the h-file.
So here’s the challenge; what do you play here?

Answer over...



27. ...Nxf4!l
White has 5 possible captures, but none of them get him out of his hole. At last, | had spotted a tactic...

White resigned

So, for those of you who haven’t had training from me...Think about the elements which cause White’s trouble:
1. Uncoordinated rooks.

2. Aligned knights on a file controlled by an enemy rook.

3. Zwischenschach (28. Rxd8 Nxe2+ 29. White K moves Rxd8).

4. Exposed (advanced) White king.

5. Easily overlooked - discovered attack.

Mick & Caleb both drew their games as Devon won 9-7 to record the first trophy win for a West of England side after
just 100 years of county competition. Be proud, boys & girls.

Club champions of old — notes by Martin

In Check ¢t Outin July 2020 | wrote about the club’s champion from the 1897 and 1898 seasons, Henry Adamson and
his victory over the reigning world champion, Emmanuel Lasker in a simul organised by the Plymouth chess club. |
thought it might be fun to search for more games from past club champions to feature, probably before they are
forever forgotten.

In the history of the Plymouth Chess Club Championship on our website there is reference to three times club
champion (1914, 15 & 18) George Frederick Harold Packer who went on to win county chess champion titles in three
counties; Devon, Sussex and Hertfordshire. There is a biography of George Packer on the Hastings Chess Club
website at: http://www.hastingschess.club/g-f-h-packer/

| couldn’t find any games from his time in Plymouth. This fine attacking game is from the 1921 British Chess
Federation championships, by which time he had moved to Hastings. This was before championships became Swiss
events and the sections were 12 players, all play all. Packer played in the group titled First Class A, the highest
ranked group after the Championship and the Major.

George FH Packer v Sydney Gerard Howell-Smith
1921.08.08

1.e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. f4?!
3. c3 would be the Danish Gambit but | have no idea if the move played is a named gambit! Not surprisingly, the

engine dislikes it.

3....Bb4+4.Bd2 Qe7 5. Bd3 d5 6. e5 Nh6 7. Nf3

7...Nf5
After 7...Bxd2+ 8.Nbxd2 c5 Black’s Queenside majority would have become a major factor.

8. Bxf5 Bxf5 9. Nxd4 Bxd2+ 10. Nxd2


http://www.hastingschess.club/g-f-h-packer/

White has regained the gambit pawn and now has some advantage.

10. ... Bd7 11. O-O Nc6 12. N2b3 Nxd4 13. Oxd4 Qe6 14. Khl

14. ... Qc6
Black’s best option may have been to sac a pawn to get off the back foot. 14...Qg6 15.Qxd5 0—0-0 with the threat of
Bcé.

15.f5!f6 16. e6 Bc8 17. Qg4 0-0O 18. Rf3 Qe8 19. Rg3 Qe7 20. Rel Bd7 21. Nc5 Be8 22. Nd3
Grabbing the b7 pawn would be a perfectly good move but White is focused on attack and he has plans for the
Knight.

22. ... Kh8? 23. Nf4! g5
With White threatening Nxd5, 23. ... c6 was best for Black. The move played opens Blacks defence but White’s attack
was becoming unstoppable.
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24. fxg6 e.p.
Nd5 was of course, no longer a killer move. White completes the attack efficiently.

24, ... Qg7 25. Qh4 Rg8 26. gxh7 Qxh7 27. Qxf6+ Rg7 28. Rh3
"and wins" was reported in the Hastings and St Leonards Observer, 3 September 1921.

Endgames — keep concentrating! Notes by Martin

Sometimes we need reminding of the fundamentals of chess playing - like the importance of maintaining
concentration through to the very end of the game.

Endgames should be simple. In the opening and middle game there are many pieces are in play, pawn structures to
assess and you have to view the position with both attack and defence in mind. In the endgame, particularly the late
endgame, there will be usually be few pieces and pawns and it should be clear if you are playing to win or to save the
game. However it is vital at this stage of the game to clearly understand the position and to concentrate, playing
every single move with the important features of the position in mind. After a hard fought middle game it’s easy to



relax a little — but a momentary lapse can be fatal. Consider the following position which arose in the game Steve
Kee (Atticus) v Neil Crickmore (Plymouth 1) Board 1, Online 4NCL Division 1 game 18 April 2022:

This looks straightforward — the exchange up, Black is hoping to win and White is trying the secure the draw. What
are the key features of the position?

e Black cannot allow the pawns to be swopped — if the pawns weren’t there the Rook versus Bishop ending
would be a draw. So Black must aim to win the White pawn or entice Black into playing f5 so that he can
bypass it with g5.

e White’s pawn is on a Black square, meaning it cannot be protected by the Bishop, so the King must take on
the role of its defender. Its best square is g3 to stop the Black King advancing. Currently Black cannot both
keep the King out of this square with the Rook and advance his King to h4 as they have a pawn to defend.

The game continued:

48.Ke2?
Moving away from its best square and giving Black a tempo so he can both protect his pawn and advance his King.
48.Bb1! is the only move to keep drawing chances - maintaining the attack on the pawn and the King next to g3.

48...Rab!
Using the tempo he was gifted to protect the pawn.

49.Kf3 Kh4 50.f5
Other moves are no better e.q. 50.Bc2 Rf6 51.Ke3 Kg3 52.Ke2 Kxf4

50...g5
Obviously not swopping pawns but this is accurate play, keeping White’s King from f4.

51.Bb7 Rb6 52.Ba8 Rb4 53.Be4 g4+ 54.Ke3 Kg5 White Resigns

White was in Zugzwang. If he kept his Bishop defending the f5 pawn, g3 would have been deadly e.g. 55.Bd3 g3
56.Bf1 Rb2 57.Bh3 g2 58.Bxg2 Rxg2



Steve Kee is a strong chess player (around 200 in old money which is how I still think!) but just a single lapse in
concentration followed by accurate play by Neil and the game was lost.

My second example is one of those chess playing horrors that lead to sleepless nights. | am putting it in the
newsletter in the hope it may provide some cathartic benefit. The game was from the West of England Counties
Online Championship 2022 Martin Quinn (Devon) v Matt Reekie-Black (Gloucestershire) 27 February 2022.

| had been pleased with my play throughout the game and although at one point | thought there was a danger the
dreaded Bishops of opposite colours effect might lead to a draw, | had activated my King at the earliest opportunity
and was now in the home straight. | relaxed, ‘When will he resign?’ was now at the front of my thinking. What
should have been at the front of my thinking was, ‘watch out for the bleeding obvious discovered check’. Kxe6 or
Be4 would have done the job. The game continued:

44, g67?? ed+ 45. Kf7 exd3 46. g7 Bxg7 White resigns

I’m not sure if that was cathartic but it couldn’t make me feel any worse. So, keep concentrating to the end of the
end game!

Trivia and Miscellany
How many squares are there on a chessboard?

This is the sort of question you might hear on The Weakest Link and expect the answer to be given as 64. There are
actually many different-sized squares on the chessboard. There are in fact 64 + 49 + 36 + 25 + 16 + 9 + 4 + 1 squares
on a chessboard! (in total 204).



