
Check it out  
 

Newsletter of the Plymouth Chess Club 
July 2021 
 
 
It is now nearly 16 months since the club closed its doors, just before the country went into lockdown 1.  Since then I 
haven’t picked up a chess piece but I have definitely played more games in the last year than in any previous year.  
Online chess has filled the gap left by the closure of clubs and the cancelling of Congresses for myself and many chess 
players.  However I know there are a number of club members who haven’t joined in the online scene and I am sure 
they are looking forward to the club reopening and some ‘real’ chess.  Hopefully the next season will go ahead and 
we’ll share news of this once decisions have been taken. 
 
Have a good summer. 
 
Martin Quinn 
 
 
Four Nations Chess League: season 3         
 

  
For the Plymouth 1 team the season began with déjà vu, all over again! At the end of season 1 we had finished in a 
relegation spot in Division 2 but because enough teams above us didn’t play in the season 2,  we were kept up. The 
end of season 2 again had Plymouth awaiting relegation but the same thing happened and we found ourselves in 
Division 2 for season 3.  Richard Pollock suggested we change our name to the Unrelegateables!  While you might 
think we would welcome avoiding relegation, the prospect of being heavily outgraded week after week and getting 
beaten up regularly was not welcomed by the team. 
 
Plymouth 2 were put in Division 6 again but this season it was no longer the bottom division, Division 7 was a new 
mega division with 72 teams using Swiss pairings rather than the all-play-all groups used in higher divisions. 
 
As anticipated, Plymouth 1 suffered a few drubbings but to our amazement, we won 3 of our 7 matches and finished 
5th in our group of 8 – mid-table respectability!  Without doubt Richard Pollock was the team’s player of the season. 
He did the heavy lifting on board 1 in all 7 rounds and his 50% score, considering the quality of his opponents, was 
excellent.  Everyone who played for the team won at least one of their games which was pleasing. 
 
Most of Plymouth 2’s matches were hard fought and all the match results could have been changed with a different 
outcome in just one game.  With two rounds to go there was an outside chance we would finish on top of the group 
and go through to the play-offs.  This didn’t happen but a very good season nevertheless with three wins and two 
draws from the 7 rounds.  Three players finished the season with plus scores:  Tony Tatam (4 from 5 – with no 
losses); Rob Wilby (3.5 from 5); Caleb Caleshu (3 from 5). 
 
Many thanks to the whole squad for keeping the flag flying for Plymouth. 
 
Winning a game is great but there is a smidgen of extra satisfaction when the win comes by delivering mate.  Here 
are a couple of games after which the Plymouth players went to bed happy! 
 
 
 



Phillips,William (Hatch End A) - Butland,Nick J  
4NCL Online Division 2   round 3 23.02.2021 
 

 
 

White’s Queen, rook and knight are all doing important defensive work and if they stay where they are Black can’t 
force a quick win.  The computer suggests White’s best move is Kh2 when Black would probably look to swap of 
pieces and being two pawns up and with a majority on both sides of the board, a win should be guaranteed. However 
if White should move a piece... 
 
35.Qc3?? 
The computer announces mate in 5 which Nick plays to perfection. 
 
35. ...  Rxg2+!! 36.Kxg2  
If 36.Kh4 either 36...Qd8+ 37.Re7 Qxe7+ 38.Kxh5 g6+ 39.Kh6 Qh4 mate or 36. ... g5+ 37.Kxh5 gxf4+ 38.Qe5 Qxe5+ 
39.Kh4 Qg5 Mate 
 
36. ... e3+ 37.Kg3 Qf3+ 38.Kh4 Qxf4+ 39.Kxh5 g6 mate 
 

 

Brooks,Paul - Cook,John (Kent KJCA Kestrels C) 
4NCL Online Division 2 round 7  20.04.2021 
 

 
 
33. .... Red8? 
Black should have put a rook on either a7 or e7.  This would gain control of the vital seventh rank and enable his King 
to go to f7 from where it could play an active role.  Paul would still have the extra pawn and winning chances but with 
little time on the clock, tricky rook and pawn endings can go horribly wrong! 
 
 34.Rc7! 
White had a number of OK moves but taking control of the seventh rank is definitely best. 
 
 34. ... h5  
Rf8 followed Rf7 would have put up most resistance. 
 
35.a7 Kf8 36.Rb1 Ke8 37.Rbb7 e5? 



Kf8 would have prolonged the game but after 38.Rf7+ Kg8 39.Rg7+ White would be able to start picking up Black’s 
pawns. 
 
 38.Rh7 Kf8 39.Rh8 mate 
 
Junior chess  –  report by Nick Butland 
 
So what has been happening to the club’s youngsters in recent months? I have continued to operate at 3 or 4 
coaching sessions a week, so where I entered lockdown doing 5 hours a week, it’s been 12 to 15 with preparation 
recently. All my coaching sessions are tailored to the individual, so no matter what your age, if you are interested, 
have a word with me. 
 
But anyway, the kids… I have worked with one beginner, whom I hope will “hit the road running” when the club 
resumes. I have also recently taken on a young lady who finished 2nd in the March DJCA online under-11 
championship. Thankfully her English is somewhat better than (I think) my Azerbaijani, but for the moment, her Dad 
is an indispensable aid! 
 
Ayush, who at 15 is the most senior of our juniors, has been working quietly behind the scenes improving his ratings 
at both 5 & 10 minute speeds, while at the same time working on his GCSE mock exams. We have talked a lot 
recently about tactical awareness, improving piece placement & worsening that of the opponent. 
 
Angela, his sister, took part in the Under-9 DJCA section a few months back & performed very creditably in what was 
her first competition. “In my day” she would have been champion girl, but we live in more equitable times! Since 
then, she has played in a couple of the “She Plays to Win” competitions designed especially for girls, most recently 
finishing 7th in a (national) field of 23. Aged 8. Gulp. 
 
Caleb occasionally seems to be from another planet and it’s not just his parents who think that. He did get his lichess 
10 minute rating to 2180 before slipping back recently (though still top 5% of all players), but he took runners-up 
spot in the most recent of Martin’s club competitions. (Ed. note: since then he won the final event of the season – see 
below) He doesn’t seem to care what time limit he’s playing to (15-second game, anyone?) and finds bullet chess just 
as enjoyable as the game we humans play. Take the following conclusion to a game:  
 

 
 
Both sides have just queened. Caleb, White, has a comfy 9 seconds on the clock, his opponent just 0.8… White played 
53. Qh3+ and Black replied …Qh2+. So it’s a draw, right? No, because our boy finds 54. Qg2+!! 1-0 (Time). [That’s the 
funniest conclusion to a game I’ve seen in years.] He qualified from the U-14 Megafinal with 4.5/6 & the Gigafinal 
with 5/7 with the Terafinal (final final) to come in September. He also qualified for the final of the Under-18s blitz 
competition. Oh, and he becomes a teenager next month. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Checkmate Covid - 24 hour marathon in aid of British Red Cross – report by Martin Quinn 
 

 
 

Running from 5.00pm on Saturday June 5th to 5.00pm on Sunday June 6th this was the second such event in aid of 
the British Red Cross.  280 players took part in this 24-hour Arena tournament where players could play as many, or 
as few, five-minute games as they wanted.  Some people just dipped in for a few games but some seem to have 
played pretty much continually for the 24 hours.  The winner GM Keith Arkell actually stopped after 21 hours to play 
in another event!  He finished with a magnificent 183 game points from his 209 games -  the Arena score (655) was 
different as it awards extra points for winning runs.  Also, a fantastic second place for 12 year old Shreyas Royal who 
was aiming to play for 20 hours. 
 
The event was supported by the participation of the cream of British chess with Mickey Adams, David Howell, 
Gawain Jones and Luke McShane all turning out plus special guest Peter Svidler.  
 
I scored 16.5 game points from 31 games.  I didn’t get to play any of the GMs but I did play two International Masters 
and didn’t receive the thrashings I was expecting.  
 
IM Ameet Ghasi v MQ 
 
1.g3 Nf6 2.Bg2 g6 3.Nf3 Bg7 4.0–0 0–0 5.d3 d6 6.c3 Nc6 7.Qa4 Bd7 8.Qh4 e5 9.Bh6 Bxh6 10.Qxh6 Ng4  
 

 
 

11.Ng5???  
Why do chess players struggle so much with pieces moving backwards, Knights in particular? 
 
11. ... Nxh6 12.Ne4 f5 13.Ned2 Qe7 White resigns 
 
I hate to think what that did to his rating! 
 
My second game against an IM was surprisingly blunder free – until the last few moves... 
 
MQ v IM Andrew Horton 
 

 



55.Rc7+??  
I am pretty sure that given 15 seconds of thinking time and a clear head I would have played g7 and the game would 
have been quickly drawn.  Unfortunately after 54 moves in a 5 minute game against an IM, I had neither! 
 
55...Kd1??  
This is actually a blunder but I am sure neither of us realised at the time.  55...Kd2! frees up the first rank for the 
Queen that’s just about to arrive on the board e.g. 56.g7 b1Q 57.g8Q Qh1+ 58.Kg6 Rg4+ 
 
56.g7 Rb5+ 57.Kg6??  
This loses immediately.  According to my engine Kh4 leads to a best play variation in which Black’s rook takes the g7 
pawn, White gives up his rook for the b pawn and the f pawn races up the board to secure a draw! 
 
57...b1Q+  White resigns 
 
Shame I messed up what could have been a memorable draw.  In case anyone is getting the mistaken impression 
that I am now close to master level, my games included a number of losses to fellow patzers! 
 

 

Club competitions & events (Plymouth Chess Club on Lichess) 
 
Online Gordon Nobbs league 
 
Seventeen players took part in this Rapidplay league with games played at a time limit of 25 minutes plus 10 seconds 
increment.  As in the normal Nobbs league, the number of games people got around to playing varied a lot.  The top 
three places were as follows: 
 

  
Played Points 

Martin QUINN 18 16 

Barry CROUCHER 24 13.5 

Paul BROOKS 16 12.5 
 
 
Evening events  
 
Christmas Blitz     9th December 2020 
6 rounds at 7 minutes plus 4 sec increment 

1. Neil Crickmore 6   2. Martin Quinn  5   3. Rob Wilby 4 
 
'Slow' chess     20th January 2021 
5 rounds at 10 minutes plus 3 sec increment 

1. Martin Quinn 5  2. Tony Tatam 3.5  3. Nick Butland 3.5 
 
Blitz   15th February 2021 
9 rounds at 4 minutes plus 2 sec increment 

1. Neil Crickmore 9  2. Martin Quinn 7  3.  Adam Hart-Davies 5 
 
Sicilian Defence  Starting at  1. e4 c5 15 March 2021 
6 rounds at 7 minutes plus 4 sec increment 

1. David Twine 5   2. Steve Williams 5   3. Adam Hart-Davies 4.5 
 
Blitz   12 April 2021  
9 rounds at 4 minutes plus 2 sec increment 

1. Neil Crickmore 8.5  2. Adam Hart-Davies 7  3. Martin Quinn 6.5     
 
King’s Indian Defence  Starting at  1.  d4 Nf6 2. c4 g6  3. Nc3 Bg7 4. e4 d6 10 May 2021 
5 rounds at 10 minutes plus 3 sec increment 

1. Andrei Roizein  4.5   2. Caleb Caleshu 4   3. Neil Crickmore 3.5 



 
Blitz   14 June 2021  
7 rounds at 6 minutes plus 3 sec increment 

1. Martin Quinn 7    2. Caleb Caleshu 5    3. Rob Wilby 5 
 
French Defence  Starting at  1. e4 e6 2. d4 d5  12 July 2021 
5 rounds at 10 minutes plus 3 sec increment 

1. Caleb Caleshu 4.5   2.Nick Butland  3.5    3. Martin Quinn  3 
 

 Trivia and Miscellany 

British Chess archive 
 
If you ever find yourself with time to spare I recommend a visit to https://www.saund.co.uk/britbase/index.html.  
Since 1997 John Saunders has been creating this archive of British chess tournament results and games - British 
Championships, Hastings and more.  Lots of interesting stuff to browse – if you like this sort of thing! 
 
I had a quick look for some Plymouth interest and spotted that both former World Champion Max Euwe and 37 
times Plymouth Chess Club champion Ron Bruce both played in the 1951 Paignton Premier.  Back in the day, the 
Premier was an all play all event and surprisingly Euwe didn’t win the 8 player tournament.  He scored 6 points after 
losing to Harry Golombek who went on to take first place.  Golombek was in great form, winning all his games except 
for a draw with Euwe’s fellow Dutchman, Jan Donner. 
 
In his game against the former World Champ, Ron put up a respectable show but eventually made a couple of errors 
which were swiftly punished. 
 
Max Euwe v Ron Bruce  
Paignton Premier 19 September 1951 
 
1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 g6 3. g3 Bg7 4. Bg2 O-O 5. Nc3 d6 6. Nf3 Nbd7 7. O-O e5 8. e4 
Re8 9. h3 exd4 10. Nxd4 Nc5 11. Re1 c6 12. Qc2 Qc7 13. Be3 a5 14. Rad1 Bd7 15. 
f3 Rad8 16. Bf2 Bc8 17. g4 Ne6 18. Nde2 d5 19. exd5 cxd5 20. c5 d4 21. Nb5 Qxc5 
22. Qxc5 Nxc5 23. Bxd4 b6 24. Nc7  
 

 
 

24. ... Re7? 
After 24... Rf8 Black’s position would have been sound and chances close to equal. 
 
25. Bxf6! 
With the Black rooks no longer connected Euwe pounces to win material. 
 
 25. ... Rxd1 26. Rxd1 Rxc7? 
Black could have kept in the game with 26...Bxf6 27.Rd8+ Kg7 28.Rxc8 Rxe2 29.Ne8+ Rxe8 30.Rxe8 Bxb2 and he 
would have a knight and a pawn for the rook. 
 
26.Rxd1 Rxc7 27.Rd8+ Bf8 28.Be5 Rc6 29.f4  Black resigns 
29...Ne6 30.Rxf8+ Nxf8 31.Bxc6 and White is a full piece up. 

https://www.saund.co.uk/britbase/index.html

