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Little did I know when the last Check it out came out in December how different things would be when the summer
edition was to be published. It’s been a terrible time for so many, obviously most of all those who have lost their life
to Covid and those closest to them. However I know both employment worries and isolation have made life difficult
for many. Chess is a trivial pastime compared to these major concerns but in difficult times, a bit of escapism is no
bad thing.
First things first, congratulations again to our league
winners: Nick Butland – Ron Bruce league & club
champion; Adam Hart-Davies – Bloodworth league;
Tony Tatam – Larry Guard league. Issues of promotion
and relegation will be considered by the sub-committee
that deals with these matters when the new season
starts – whenever that might be. Nick discusses his
route to the top in this edition.
With all over the board chess ending in March external
leagues were suspended and we will wait to find out
how these matters are to be dealt with in due course.
Congresses have been cancelled, most significantly for
us, the WECU Congress in April, the British
Championships that were to take place in Torquay in
July, September’s Paignton Congress and November’s
Torbay Congress.
As over the board chess ground to a halt, online chess
has become much more popular, from club level all the
way up to elite level chess. Much of this newsletter
now covers this new world of chess activity. Notable so
far have been:






Megan’s amazing fundraising challenge for Mind. Running ‘at least’ 5K every day in May whist playing online
chess. A fabulous achievement which Megan reflects on below.
Very close to the closing date for entries we found out about the new online Four Nations Chess League. We
just had time to enter one team, our A team! David, Richard, Nick, Paul and Megan. We were placed in
division 2 of 5. The team played through thick and thin and I would particularly thank Richard who played in
all 10 matches and David who played in nine. David’s imaginative and attacking chess was rewarded with
four fine wins on board 1. We may be relegated but I am pleased to say we didn’t come bottom of the table
– that honour went to the splendidly named, Throw in the Tal. Thanks to David also for the excellent report
on this online 4NCL season in this newsletter.
We have our first online tournament winner! Tony Tatam was the clear winner of the DCCA Spring Rapidplay
Minor – report below.
Modesty should prevent me from mentioning this, but hey, I beat an IM for the first time

Martin Quinn

Chess in the time of Covid -19

Sadly, our club rooms do not provide enough space to
play socially distant over the board chess like these
Dutch chaps.

Do we have the climate to go al fresco?
Disinfecting public chess boards in Santiago city
centre, Chile to avoid the spread of Covid-19.

Megan's Mindful Run and Chess
I actually found it quite enjoyable trying to run and play chess at the same time, and remarkably found that I won no
fewer games whilst running than not running! It might be that exercise helps to stimulate the mind- although a
couple of times I ran into bollards whilst trying to concentrate on a chess position. On average I could only think on a
game for only just over half of the game time in order that I could see where I was going and to avoid other people ,
obstacles, and getting round corners but overall in each day of May I’d get through around 4 Rapidplay games whilst
on the run, running 5k or over , sometimes 10k, and one run which was 17k.
I’d be much more likely to win the first chess game than the last- because as I got more physically tired my mental
concentration would go with it! I certainly found it a comprehensive challenge for both physical and mental exertion
simultaneously. From running a good distance every day of May has made me quite tired and it has taken a week to
rest my legs but I’m delighted with the response to my fundraising raising just short of £1100 altogether. My
fundraising page remains open until November ( www.justgiving.com/megalise).
I intend to add a little bit more to my effort by doing one more extended run in June soon, and by taking part in the
Plymouth 10k in October, but thanks once again to everyone whom has supported and donated .
Megan O’Brien - 7 June

Ed: Megan sent me a few of the games she played during this fundraising challenge, here is one example, remember
this is being played whilst running around the park!

M O’Brien v manado
lichess.org 2020.05.15
English Defense

Notes by Martin

1 d4 1.d4 e6 2.c4 b6 3.Nf3 Bb7 4.g3 Bb4+ 5.Bd2 5...Be7 6.Bg2 d6 7.0–0 Nd7 8.Nc3 h5 9.h4 Ngf6 10.Ng5 Bxg2 11.Kxg2
Ng4 12.f3 Ngf6 13.e4 Nh7 14.f4 Nxg5 15.fxg5 f6 16.Qf3

16. ... Nf8
Active play by White has built up a solid advantage in space and development and this move is too passive. Better
would have been to challenge the centre with 16...c5!?
17.Rad1 Kd7 18.e5 fxg5 19.Bxg5 19...Bxg5 20.hxg5 Ng6 21.Qf7+ Ne7 22.exd6 cxd6

23.Rde1
23.d5 Kc7 24.Nb5+ Kb8 25.dxe6+- was overwhelming.
23...Re8?
23...Qg8! 24.Qf3 Rc8 and Black is still in the game – just.
24.Qxe6+ Kc7 25.Nb5+ Kc6 26.Qe4+ .Kd7 27.Qb7+ Black resigns
Nicely finished off

Online 4NCL - report by David Twine
During the Covid 19 lockdown Plymouth participated in the Lichess Online Four Nations Chess League (4NCL). We
were heavily out-graded in most of our games, though we had some success and many interesting games. I have
picked out some highlights. Our sole victory was in Round 3 where we beat St. Albans 3-1, including victories from
Richard and Megan.

R.Pollock - R.Gooding (184)
4 NCL, 21.04.2020
1.e4 e6 2.d3 d5 3.Nd2 Nf6 4.Ngf3 Bc5 5.Nb3 Bb6 6.e5 Nfd7 7.d4 c5 8.c3 Nc6 9.Be2 cxd4 10.cxd4 f6 11.exf6 Nxf6
12.0–0 Bd7 13.Bf4 0–0 14.Bd6 Re8 15.Bd3 a5 16.Rc1 Nb4 17.Bxb4 axb4 18.Bb1 Ba4 19.Qd3 Qd7 20.Rfe1 Bb5 21.Qd2
Ra4 22.Nc5 Bxc5 23.Rxc5

Richard has a strong advantage here after a well-played Kings Indian Attack, and he is threatening to pick up the b4
pawn after 24 b3. His opponent finds a move that does not prolong the struggle.
23...b6?? 24.Ne5! Qd6 25.Rxb5 Rc8 26.b3 1–0
Megan O Brien – J. Gemmell (164)
4NCL, 21.04.2020
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e5 3.dxe5 Ng4 4.e4 Nxe5 5.Nh3 Nbc6 6.Be2 d6 7.Nf4 g6 8.Bd2 Bg7 9.Bc3 0–0 10.Nd2 Be6 11.Qc2
The position is equal though Black could have played f5 last move if he
intended K-side expansion. With the Bishop now on e6 this is impossible
of course.
11...f5??
Well, not impossible but certainly inadvisable.
12.Nxe6
Thank you! And good night! Though Megan's opponent struggled on to
the bitter end a rook down.

We did not benefit from any luck for the rest of the tournament unfortunately.
In Round 7 we narrowly lost to Bristol University though we could have snatched a draw at the death if Nick had
been able to convert his advantage in the final position. Of course, he did not know what had happened in the other
games, which had all finished, and he had somehow survived an attack where his King was checked all the way from
g8 to safety on a7! And he was playing on 15 second increments, so one can forgive him accepting the draw offer.

A.Lampard (174) - N. Butland
4NCL, 19.05.2020

In this position (after 58 Be2) the players agreed a draw.
58...a4 is winning, though the time factor means victory would not come without more palpitations (for the watching
team mates also).
We had another close game against Bradford where Martin played only his second game and achieved an impressive
victory.
M.Quinn - P.Johnson [160]
4NCL, 02.06.2020
1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Nf6 4.d3 Bc5 5.Be3 Bb6 6.0–0 0–0 7.h3 h6 8.c3 d6 9.b4 Be6 10.Nbd2 Qd7 11.a4 a6 12.a5 Ba7
13.Nh2 Bxc4 14.Nxc4 Bxe3 15.Nxe3 Ne7 16.f4 exf4 17.Rxf4 Ng6 18.Rf5 Rfe8 19.Nhg4 Nxg4 20.Nxg4 Re6 21.g3 Rae8
22.Qf3 Ne5 23.Nxe5 Rxe5 24.Rf1 Rxf5 25.Qxf5 Qxf5 26.Rxf5 Re5 27.Kf2 Kf8 28.Ke3 Ke7 29.h4 Ke6 30.g4 g6 31.Rf4 d5
32.d4 Rxe4+ 33.Rxe4+ dxe4 34.Kxe4 f5+ 35.gxf5+ gxf5+ 36.Kf4

An instructive endgame has been reached in which Black has the opportunity to close down White's Qeenside pawn
majority by playing 36...b5. Then taking on b6 loses, as the resulting outside passed pawn on the a file, coupled with
the passed f pawn, leaves White overstretched. However, if Black plays 36...b6??, then 37 b5! wins. The move played
loses in a different way.
36...c6??
36...b5 37.h5 c6 38.Ke3 Kd5 39.Kf4 and the resulting pawn chase remains =
37.c4!
Forcing through the d pawn
37...Kf6 38.d5 cxd5 39.cxd5 h5 40.d6 Ke6 41.d7 Kxd7 42.Kxf5 Kd6 43.Kg5 Ke5 44.Kxh5 Kf5 45.Kh6 Kf6 46.h5 Kf7
47.Kg5 Kg7 48.Kf5 Kh6 49.Ke5 Kxh5 50.Kd6 Kg5 51.Kc7 Kf5 52.Kxb7 1–0 A very well played endgame from Martin.

Paul played a fine game in the same match and it looked like we would share the spoils with Bradford.
A.Baker (167) - P.Brooks
4NCL, 02.06.2020
1.g4 d6 2.Bg2 Nc6 3.h3 e5 4.c4 h5 5.e3 hxg4 6.hxg4 Rxh1 7.Bxh1 Qh4 8.Bxc6+ bxc6 9.Qf3 Bd7 10.d4 Qxg4 11.Qxg4
Bxg4 12.dxe5 dxe5 13.Nc3 Nf6 14.Nge2 Be6 15.b3 Bb4 16.Bd2 Rd8 17.a3 Be7 18.Ng3 Rb8 19.b4 Bxc4 20.Nge4 Nxe4
21.Nxe4 f5 22.Rc1 Bb5 23.Nc5 Kf7 24.Nd7 Rh8 25.Nxe5+ Ke6

Paul has achieved a winning position with strong play and now has the double threat of taking on e5 or mating on h1.
His opponent plays the only move.
26.Bc3 Rh1+?!
The strongest continuation was 26...Bf6! 27.f4 Rh1+ 28.Kd2 Rh2+ 29.Kd1 Ba4+ 30.Ke1 Bh4+
The apparent saving move 27 f4 fatally opens up the h4–e1 diagonal.
27.Kd2
Black is still doing well if he now continues 27....Rxc1 28 Kxc1 Bf6 29 f4 g5! as the g pawn becomes a passer.
27...Rh2 28.Nd3 Bxd3 29.Kxd3 Rxf2 30.Bxg7
And white was able to hold the draw as Paul's extra pawn is doubled.

I enjoyed the tournament despite our eventual relegation from Division Two. My own play was inconsistent but
some of my games (OK, I mean the victories) were enjoyable romps! I offer the following two games as evidence,
each of which contain a Bishop sacrifice.
D.Twine – C.Garwood (192)
4NCL, 14.04.2020
1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 5.0–0 Be7 6.Re1 b5 7.Bb3 d6 8.c3 0–0 9.h3 Nb8 10.d4 Nbd7 11.Nbd2 Bb7
12.Bc2 c5 13.d5 c4 14.Nf1 Qc7 15.Ng3 g6 16.Bh6N Rfc8 17.Nh2 Qd8 18.Ng4 Nxg4 19.Qxg4 Nf6 20.Qf3 Kh8 21.Bd2 Rc7
22.Nf1 Nh5 23.g4 Bg5?! 24.gxh5 Bxd2 25.Nxd2 Qg5+ 26.Kh1 Qxd2 27.Qf6+ Kg8

28.Re3!
A very nice idea which unsettled my opponent. Accepting the Bishop offer is probably best but it is still not great for
Black.
28...gxh5??
Clearly not liking the idea of accepting the sacrifice, Black finds the quickest way to lose.
28...Qxc2 29.Rg1 Qd2 30.h6 Kf8 31.Rxg6 hxg6 32.h7 Qd1+ 33.Kg2 Qh5 34.h8Q+ Qxh8 35.Qxh8+ Ke7 Black is holding
on...just, but the exposed King gives me what should be a winning advantage.
29.Rg1+ Kf8 30.Qxd6+ Re7 31.Reg3 Ke8 32.Rg8#
Joshua John (179) - D.Twine
4NCL, 26.05.2020
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.f3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 5.Nc3 0–0 6.Be3 c5 7.d5 e6 8.Qd2 exd5 9.cxd5 a6 10.Nge2 b5 11.g4?!
I thought this was very provocative and I began eyeing up a sacrifice on g4!
11...b4 12.Nd1 Bxg4!
And here it is! I looked at safer alternatives but the sacrifice just blows his position apart and although I didn't think I
was winning I liked the look of my attack.
13.fxg4 Nxe4 14.Qc2 Qh4+ 15.Nf2 Re8

This was the position I had been aiming for and I clearly have the initiative, with a double pinning motif to the fore, if
not a definite advantage.
16.Qd3??
I can see that he wants to protect the e3 Bishop but giving away the b2 pawn just unleashes my Bishop
16.Bg2 Nxf2 17.Bxf2 Qxg4 With 3 pawns for the piece I have full compensation and an edge.
16...Bxb2 17.Rb1 Bc3+! 18.Nxc3 Nxf2 19.Qe2 Nxg4+

It is all over and White could resign now but he plays on my time deficit but with 5 minutes + increments I was safe!
20.Kd1 Rxe3 21.Qd2 bxc3 22.Qc1 Qe1+ 23.Kc2 Qf2+ 24.Kb3 c2+ 25.Ka4 cxb1Q 26.Qxb1 Qf4+ 27.Ka5 Nd7 28.Qb7 Ra3#
The pleasing aspect for me about these two games is that I correctly calculated the tactics and had the courage of my
convictions. The surprise was that in each game my opponent could not adjust to the changed dynamic in the
position that the sacrifice precipitated.

The man who beat Lasker

Spot the chess player!
Last year I wrote a brief history of Plymouth Chess Club’s annual championship competition for our website. The
club was founded in 1888 and I thought it would be good to document what we know about past championship
formats, trophies and winners. Over the years forty individuals had won the coveted title of club champion. Having
previously put together a short history of the club, most of the past champions I had some knowledge of. However
in the list of past champions there were a few names I hadn’t previously come across and to be honest, I did not pay
too much attention to them. I assumed they were decent club players who were fortunate to have a good run in the
championship in one or two seasons but otherwise had made no impact beyond club level.
One of those names was two time winner (1897 and 1898) H A Adamson. I then came across the game below on
chessgames.com in which he beat Emmanuel Lasker in a simultaneous display organised by the club four years after
Lasker had become World Champion. After some internet searching I found a special edition of British Endgame
Study News from 1996 dedicated to ‘The Studies of H. A. Adamson’ - http://www.jsbeasley.co.uk/besn/s1.pdf. This
had the following information:
(Henry Anthony) Adamson was born in Ealing, London, in 1871, but he spent most of his later life in Falmouth. He
died in 1941, and an obituary by T. R. Dawson appears on page 275 of that year's BCM. Dawson describes him as "a
powerful mathematician, third wrangler of his year [third in the mathematical graduation list at Cambridge], and a
brilliant chess problem analyst." Most of his composition was in the field of fairy chess, where Dawson rated him very
highly indeed. He played on top board for Cornwall, and as an endgame analyst he was correspondingly strong if not
quite in the class of Grigoriev.
With further research I found that after his time in Plymouth, Adamson became a mathematics teacher at Sherborne
School, Dorset where he taught from 1901 to 1908. In 1909 he married but his wife sadly died from tuberculosis in
1912. By then they were settled in Falmouth and in his new home county of Cornwall he won the county
championship in 1912, 1913 and 1914.
I have been able to find only one photograph of Adamson. In June 1905 to mark 1,200 years since the founding of
the town of Sherborne, a historical pageant was staged, which involved around 900 local people. Members of the
Sherborne School teaching staff put on a performance and in their group photograph above we see Adamson
dressed as a monk. With a bit of imagination he could perhaps be seen as a Bishop defending the King!

Emanuel Lasker vs Henry Anthony Adamson
Plymouth, 16-Nov-1898
King's Gambit: Accepted. Allgaier Gambit Thorold Attack
1. e4 e5 2. f4 exf4 3. Nf3 g5 4.h4 g4 5. Ng5
The Allgaier Gambit - 5.Ne5, the Kieseritzky Gambit is the main line.
5 ... h6 6. Nxf7 Kxf7 7. d4

Henry Anthony Adamson

This is the Thorold Attack, the most popular line of the Allgaier Gambit although computers prefer the main
alternative, Bc4+.
7. ... d5 8. Nc3 Nf6 9. Bxf4 Nc6
9. ... Bb4 was good e.g., 10.Be2 Bxc3+ 11.bxc3 Nxe4.
10. exd5 Bd6 11. Qd2
11. Bxd6 Qxd6 12, dxc6 leaves the position open with both kings exposed but the computer evaluates it as completely
level.
11... Bxf4 12. Qxf4 Ne7 13. Bc4 Ng6 14. Qf2 Rf8 15. h5 Nh8 16. O-O-O Kg7 17. Rhf1 Bd7 18. Qg3 Qe7 19. Rde1 Qd6

20. Re5?
20. Qxd6 was best but World Champions giving simuls naturally play to win and with the Queens off and the centre
blocked, attacking chances would be much reduced. Unfortunately the moved played is a mistake which Black
exploits.
20... Nxh5 21. Qe3 Rxf1+
When you have a significant material advantage, exchange pieces.
22. Bxf1 Re8 23. Bd3 Nf6

24. Nb5?
It’s hard for White to make progress but this allows Black to simplify and come out a clear piece up. The best for
White could have been: 24. Ne2 Nxd5 25. Qe4 Nf6 26. Qxb7 Rxe5 27. dxe5 Qxe5 28. Qxa7 and it’s a position a World
Champion might be able to hold. However we can be sure Lasker was not interested in playing a long and difficult
endgame in the hope he might salvage a draw!
24... Bxb5 25. Bxb5 Nxd5 26. Qe4 Rxe5 27. dxe5 Qe6 28. Be2 Ng6
If White takes on g4, Black takes on e5 so White resigns.
Adamson defended accurately and deserved his win.
According to comments posted on chessgames.com there are two versions of the results for this simul, both of which
we can assume are correct. One comment says a report in the Devon and Exeter Gazette gave the score at closing
time as +21 -1 (Lasker vs H A Adamson) with 9 games to be adjudicated. Another comment states the final results
were: +24=4-3. On that website, in addition to the Adamson game there are three other games from the event. A
win over 15 times Plymouth club champion Thomas Taylor, a draw against 4 times club champion C F Cooper and a
loss to D W Earle – the last two presumably adjudicated. All four games were under 30 moves and play in the
Cooper and Earle games stopped at move 25. For much of his career Lasker used Exhibition matches (as simuls were
referred to) to support himself. Presumably he took a very pragmatic approach and made his excuses and left as
soon as he had beaten the majority of his opponents.
I don’t have any record of DW Earle being a Plymouth club member but it’s highly likely he was. Using the power of
Google I was able to find one more reference to him, drawing against H E Bird in a simul in Plymouth in 1890. So he
must have been quite a useful player and I think we can claim him as one of ours.
The 27 year period Lasker was World Champion was not a golden age for chess but nevertheless holding the title for
so long was a great achievement. If Magnus Carlsen wants to beat this he will need to retain his title for another 21
years by which time he will be 50!

Martin Quinn (NB I sent a version of this article to Chess Magazine as they have indicated they hope to publish it
later in the summer)
My blitz season: the good, the bad and the ugly – Martin Quinn
The Devon County Chess Association was quick off the mark in the lockdown providing three evenings of online chess
each week on Chess.com as follows (NB these are continuing if you want to join in the fun):
Mellow Monday: Format: 5-round Swiss, 9 min + 3 sec increment
Wacky Wednesday - a new format each week
Friday Night Blitz: Format: 7-round Swiss, 5 min + 2 sec increment
To add interest to proceedings a Grand-Prix competition tied in with the Mellow Monday and Friday Night Blitz
events, was run from 24 April to June. A player's score would be the sum of their best four Friday Night Blitz scores
and best three Mellow Monday scores. 50 players played in at least one event of which 17 played the full seven

qualifying events. The top six Grand-Prix scorers would play off for the title and the top four under 160 graded
players would play off for a graded trophy. Although my graded is well under 160 I had the misfortune to get into
the top 6 – along with five 180 plus players. Needless to say I lost my quarter final play off to Jon Underwood 3.5 0.5. Jon beat Paul Hampton 3 – 1 in the semi and will meet Jack Rudd in the final, Jack having beaten Tim Paulden 4
– 0 in the other semi. You can watch the Spring Grand-Prix Finals live on Twitch / chess.com - from 7:30pm on Fri 3
July. The semis were good fun to watch on Twitch – more details on https://www.chess.com/club/dcca-online-clubdevon-england
The Good ... thing about Blitz chess is that very occasionally you may claim the scalp of a much stronger player you
would have no chance against in standard play chess. In the Friday blitz events I managed to beat both International
Master Jack Rudd and National Master Dominic Mackle. I would have hoped my first ever win against an IM would
be a demonstration of wonderful chess skills, unfortunately that’s not the case – but here it is anyway!
IM J Rudd v M Quinn
22.05.2020 Blitz 5 mins plus 2 sec increment
Queens Gambit declined
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 d5 4.cxd5 exd5 5.Bg5 Nbd7 6.Qc2 c6 7.e3 Be7 8.Bd3 0–0 9.Nf3 Re8 10.0–0 Nf8 11.Bxf6 Bxf6
12.b4 Bg4 13.b5 Bxf3 14.gxf3 Qd7 15.bxc6

15. .... Qxc6??
Should be bxc6 - obviously
16.Bb5 Qe6 17.Bxe8 Rxe8 18.Qb3 Qh3
Rd8 was objectively the best move, but I spotted a chance to launch an attack and being the exchange down I felt I
just had to go for it as quickly as possible.
19.Qxd5 Ng6

20.f4??
White had to continue 20.Kh1 Nh4 21.Rg1 Nxf3 22.Rg2

20. ... Nh4 21.Qxb7 Nf3+ 22.Qxf3 Qxf3 23.Rfc1 Bh4 24.Rc2 Rc8 25.Rb1 g6 26.Rbb2 Qg4+ 27.Kf1 Qh3+ 28.Ke2 Qxh2
29.Ne4 Rxc2+ 30.Rxc2 f5 31.Nd6 Qxf2+ 32.Kd3 Qf1+ 33.Kc3 Be1+ 34.Kb2 Qa6 35.Rc8+ Kg7 36.Rc7+ Kh6 37.Nf7+ Kh5
38.Ne5?? Qb6+ 0–1
This game against the Devon county team board 1 while not exactly a classic was relatively blunder free.
M Quinn v D Mackle
1st May 2020 Blitz 5 mins plus 2 sec increment
Sicilian Defense: Staunton-Cochrane Variation
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.c4 d6 4.d4 cxd4 5.Nxd4 g6 6.Nc3 Bg7 7.Be3 e6
Best was 7...Qb6 8.Nb3 Bxc3+ 9.bxc3 Qc7
8.Be2
Missing 8.Ndb5
8...a6 9.0–0 Nge7 10.Qd2 0–0 11.Rac1 Bd7 12.b3 Rc8 13.f4 Qc7 14.Bf3 Nxd4 15.Bxd4 Bxd4+ 16.Qxd4 Qc5 17.Rfd1
Rfd8 18.Kf1 Qxd4 19.Rxd4 Be8 20.Rcd1 b5 21.Be2 bxc4 22.Bxc4 Rc6 23.g4 Kg7 24.Kf2 Nc8 25.Nb1 a5 26.R4d2 Rc5
27.Ke3 Nb6 28.Be2 d5 29.exd5

29. ... Rdxd5
Black could have grabbed the initiative with 29...Nxd5+ 30.Kf2 Rdc8
30.Bf3 Rxd2 31.Rxd2 Bc6 32.Bxc6 Rxc6 33.Na3 Nd5+ 34.Ke4 Rc3 35.Rd3 Nf6+ 36.Kd4 Rxd3+ 37.Kxd3

37. ...Nxg4
This move is the computer’s first choice but I think Nd5 may have given Black a better practical chance of holding
White’s queenside majority.
38.Nc4 a4?

Understandably Black doesn’t want to send his Knight too far away from the action but the computer gives 38...Nxh2
39.Nxa5 Ng4 40.a4 h5 41.Ke2 h4 42.Kf3 h3 43.Nc4 h2 44.Kg2 Nf2 45.Kxh2 Nd3 46.a5 Nb4 White looks to have the
better chances but it may not be winning. This isn’t a line you would calculate in a bullet game!
39.bxa4 Kf6
39...Nf6 40.a5 Nd7 would have slowed up White but not saved the game.
40.a5 Nf2+ 41.Kd4
The a pawn is home and dry - Black lost on time.
The bad – like many chess players I have learnt from bitter experience that in standard play chess when you reach a
position in which you have a choice between what you consider the best move and a weaker move which lays a trap
for your opponent, you should always play the best move. When I have gone for the trap invariably my opponent
has avoided it and I have just knowingly weakened my position. However in blitz chess...
M Quinn v R Oughton
11 May 2020 9 min + 3 sec increment
Caro-Kann defense
1.e4 c6 2.Nf3 d5 3.Nc3 dxe4 4.Nxe4 Nd7

5.Qe2
A ‘bad’ move - Bc4 or d4 are of course better moves, but I just couldn’t help
myself!
5. ... Ngf6?? 6.Nd6 checkmate

The Ugly - fittingly played on 1st April
D Mackle v M Quinn
Bullet chess 1 minute + 4 sec increment
Bullet chess usually has a time limit of just 1 or 2 minutes, with or without an increment – it’s pretty mad stuff! A
common practice in bullet is to anticipate obvious moves and make your response before you have actually
registered the move your opponent played. This saves precious fractions of a second but if your opponent doesn’t
make the obvious move, a terrible blunder can result. This position arose after I have moved my knight from d7 to
b6 to attack Dominic’s rook.

35. Ne5?? Nfd7??
Doh! I had assumed he would move his attacked rook, probably to c7 and I
moved before seeing he had left it en prise. The game was drawn.

Ron Bruce 2019-20 – Club Champion Nick Butland ponders on his triumph
Anyone peering at the club role of honour in a few years’ time may wonder who Nick Butland was and how he came
to be awarded the Trophy in 2020. I can’t help with the first part, but it is worth me pointing out that I was jammier
than a pot of Bonne Maman (for those of you who do your own shopping).
Neil Crickmore never got started in the competition owing to job considerations and David Twine who had taken
1.5/2 off me then withdrew (removing my only defeat in the club during the season). That helped restore some
sparkle to the table, leaving me with +3 =2 -0, although only 1 of those 5 games was with the Black pieces.
Nonetheless, I had actually managed to play all the remaining players in the competition.
I managed to land the first blow against Paul Brooks. In the position below, I had wanted to play

12. Ng4?? but spotted that …h5 would have got me on the early bus home. So 12. Nef3 is forced and then Paul tried
the rather ambitious 12 …e5. Now 13 dxe5 fxe5 & 14 e4 stops Black’s kingside expansion and he’s a teensy bit behind
on development. Notice as well that the bishop on d6 is a bit in the way. Black’s “natural” move is 14 …Nbc6, but this
turns out very badly after 15 exd5 Nxd5 and now 16 Ng5 leaves Black the choice of being mated or an unpleasant
knight fork on e6. So after collecting an exchange, we reach here:

So which side should I castle? If you put this position into Fritz, it ruminates for a while and then basically says “You
decide”. I went for 20 O-O-O and was just beginning to think that Paul might try the interesting tactical response
…Ndb4 when he played it. Any computer just says that’s unsound, but it’s a bit unnerving over the board. The point
is that 21 cxb4 Nd4! forces 22 Rxd4 cxd4 23 Kb1, which I thought looked level because my mind had failed to retain
the extra knight on e4. I was lucky because 21 Ng5 as played is also winning. Paul could now have gone for …Qxa2
and after 22 cxb4 Nxb4, the machine advises 23 Qc3 Qa1+ 24 Kd2 Rd8+ 25 Ke3!! wins (yeah, right). After 21 Ng5, we
swapped a few errors …Qd7? 22 cxb4? Now I’m not winning any more (22 Qb3 is correct, but difficult for humans).
22 …Qxg5+ 23 Kb1 Nd4? (23 …Nxb4 best because of the continuing weakness on c2) and finally a best move with 24
Qe4 re-establishes White’s advantage. Paul was running out of time and after …cxb4?? 25 Qd5+ Kh8 26 Rxd4 wins
owing to the pin on the e pawn.
I had a reasonably exciting draw with Martin, missing the best continuation before playing a hairy gambit against
Megan and reaching this position:

What would you play here as White? The rook on g1 betrays the fact that your position is compromised, already a
pawn down and the pawn on c3 needs help. The computer basically says “Stuff this, I’m off to the pub” with either
18 Kf1 Qxc3 or 18 Ra2 Ne5 and after 19 Be2 Qe6 the h-pawn goes or 19 Bg2 Rfe8 with d5 to follow and the king has
nowhere to hide. Megan decided enough was enough; some positions just aren’t worth trying to defend.
Even without coronavirus, I reckoned Richard Pollock was likely to be my trickiest opponent and it’s worth giving in
full even though it was decided by a blunder. As he was returning after a little break in his chess career, I decided it
was important to try and catch him early. After that, it only remained to rescue a perpetual check from a lost queen
ending against Mick Stinton-Brownbridge then the season suddenly stopped.
Butland,Nicholas v Pollock,Richard
Ron Bruce 60' + 30"/move 15.01.2020
Modern Defence
You'll notice some times scattered through the game. These are always how much time the player has remaining;
remember in the Ron Bruce we play 60 minutes on the clock & 30 seconds added every time we move
1.e4 1:00:00 g6 2.d4 d6 3.Bd3 Bg7 4.Nf3 c5 5.c3 Bg4 6.Nbd2 cxd4 7.cxd4 Nc6 8.h3 Bxf3 9.Nxf3

9. Bxd4 41:00
It was 2 or 3 years since Richard played competitively & it took him a long while to decide whether to do this. Black
wins a pawn but White has the bishop pair, so it's evenly balanced.
10.Nxd4 56:00 Nxd4 11.Qa4
People have been in this position before... 11.Bc4 Nc6 12.Qb3 e6 13.Qxb7 Nge7 14.Bb5 Qc8 5.Qxc8+ Rxc8 16.Be3 0-0
17.0-0 d5 18.Bxc6 Nxc6 19.exd5 exd5 20.Rfd1 d4 21.Bxd4 Nxd4 22.Rxd4 Rc2 23.b4 Re8 24.a4 Ree2 25.Rf4 Rb2
Roumegous,M (2208)-Bollard,M (1967) France 2009 1-0
11...Nc6 12.0-0 Qa5
The obvious ploy for Black to free himself is to get the queens off the board

13.Qb3
No, thank you
13. .... Qb4 14.Qc2 52:00
I've told you once
14. Nd4 36:00 15.Qc7 45:00
Posing the question
15.... Ne6 32:00
I think Richard was just as much up for a scrap as I was [ What if 15...Nc6 ? White doesn't need to go haywire.
16.Ba6!? (I think my preference would be 16.Rd1 and if Qb6 White will have plenty of chances to chase the doubled
b-pawns after exchanging on b6 )is met by 16...Rb8 ( not 16...bxa6?? 17.Qxc6+ )]
16.Qc2 45:00
Prepared to accept repetition
16. ... Nc5 24:00
16...Nd4!? and we go round once more & go home 17.Qc7 Ne6=
17.Bd2 44:00 Qb6 24:00 18.Bc4 41:00 Nf6

19.b4 27:00
One of my first little inaccuracies 19.e5! I did look at this, but took it that Black could just capture dxe5 (Objectively
better is 19...Nfd7 20.exd6 Qxd6 21.Rfe1 ) 20.Be3 Nfd7 21.Rfd1 Rc8 The threat of Rxd7 means that Black's king still
can't get away from the centre of the board 22.Rac1

...and the more one looks at Black's position, the more difficult it is to find a way out. White can aim to get a3 & b4 in
to break the knights' handshake, while his opponent can only castle at the cost of a piece.
19...Ncxe4 14:28
The knight still sticks out like a sore thumb here, but White has to be much more careful to work around it.
20.Be3 27:00
20.Qa4+ Nd7 21.Bh6 a6=
20...Qd8 10:30
20...Qc6!?

21.Bh6 17:57
White inhibits 0-0
21. ... a6
Stopping invasion on the white square diagonal with Qa4+
22.b5 d5 4:07 23.Bd3 12:03 Rc8

24.Qa4? 11:30
Rather careless, as I hadn't spotted Black's reply, assuming ...Qd7 was obligatory. Black begins to inch ahead now.
Qb2 would have maintained the pressure on the f6 knight.
24. ...Nc5
24...Qd7 25.Rac1 Nc5 26.Qd4 Nxd3 27.Qxd3

& it's a different position but with a very similar plot - White remains active, Black is tied up.
25.Qd4 10:18 Nxd3 26.Bg7? 7:00
Both Richard & I took it that this was an improvement on the immediate recapture, but the machine disagrees!
[26.Qxd3!? would keep White alive Ne4 27.Rad1] [ 26.bxa6 Nc5 27.axb7 Nxb7= ]
26...Rg8-+
Inferior is 26...axb5 27.Bxh8 Nc5 28.Bxf6=
27.Bxf6 exf6 2:34
seems obvious [ in fact, Black had 27...Nc5! 28.Qe3 Ne6-+ and White is pretty much bust ]
28.Qxd3 7:11 a5 1:26
[ 28...Kf8!? 29.bxa6 bxa6 30.Qxa6 Kg7 ]
It's a testament to the effect of time increments that Richard is now down to under 90 seconds, yet we have 20 more
moves in the game.
29.Qa3= Rc4 30.Rfe1+ 6:41 Re4 1:20
30...Kd7 31.Rad1 Kc8=

31.Qc5 6:04
Better 31.Rxe4+ dxe4 32.Rc1 and the Black king still can't get away to f8
31...b6 32.Qc6+ 5:50
32.Qa3 Qe7 33.Rxe4 dxe4 (33...Qxe4 34.Qc3 Kf8 35.Qxf6= )
32...Kf8 33.Red1 5:12 Re5 34.Rac1? 5:08
34.f4!? aiming to get Rxd5 in is the way to go.
34...Kg7
Oh dear, I'm going to lose, after all that effort.
35.Qb7 5:04
35.Rd4 Rge8
35...Rge8 36.Rc7?! 3:31
doesn't do very much to defend the position [ 36.g3]
36...Re1+ 37.Rxe1 Rxe1+ 38.Kh2 Qd6+ 39.g3 Qe6 40.Rd7 Re2 41.Kg1 Re1+
41...d4!? keeps an even firmer grip 42.a3 Re1+ 43.Kh2-+
42.Kh2 Re2
I wondered whether Richard was thinking better of it & heading for repetition
43.Kg1 Rxa2 44.Re7

44. ... Qf5??
Richard's only mistake in the game, but it's fatal. [44...Qxh3 is Black's only move to win, abandoning the king to hide
amongst the pawns 45.Rxf7+ Kg8 46.Rg7+ Kh8 & White has no saving move. The attempt to repeat with 47.Rxh7+
Qxh7 48.Qc8+ Qg8 49.Qh3+ Kg7 50.Qd7+ Qf7 and the checks run out. Not the easiest to see when you have just
seconds on the clock ]

45.Rxf7+ Kh6 46.Rxh7+ Kg5 47.f4+
Ah, yes... Huge exhalation
47. ... Qxf4
Hang on, has he seen something I haven't??
48.gxf4+ Kxf4 49.Qxd5
after first making sure Black's king wasn't on g3 for mate and that the rook couldn't return to a2 for repetition [ It's
mate in a few, apparently, but by now I wasn't worried 49.Qxd5 f5 50.Qxa2 Ke5 51.Qd2 f4 52.Rd7 Kf6 53.Qd4+ Kg5
54.Rh7 Kf5 55.Qd5+ Kf6 56.Rf7# ] 1-0
Junior Update – report from Nick Butland
a. DCCA Bloodworth Trophy
This is a junior team competition which we have played over 3 rounds in an evening at Newton Abbot for the last few
seasons. Our top 2 players were unavailable, so Ayush & Ashley bravely stepped up & we fielded the only 2 primary
pupils on the evening. Victor is a very promising 9 year-old & both he & Ayush’s sister Angela were able to register
points for the team.
b. DCCA Moyle competition
Caleb, Ben & Ayush all contributed to a good performance from the team. Tony Tatam chipped in with captaincy
duties when I wasn’t around (& 2/2, which is always handy!) When the season was suspended, 2 matches were still
to be played & the team needed to equal Newton Abbot’s result against Barnstaple to win the division. Caleb’s 2.5/3,
with a draw in a winning situation for the team’s benefit indicated his potential.
c. Junior club champion
This was unresolved. Victor held Ayush to a draw in what might have been the deciding game, but with a number of
players not available to complete the competition, we had to hold this one over.
d. Adult club competitions
Ashley & Beni both dipped their toes in the Gordon Nobbs competition, despite other careers in tennis & table tennis
respectively. Ayush did the “hard yards” & now recognises enough of our Larry Guard competitors for a decent run
next season. Caleb had to juggle the change to secondary education & was not able to attend regularly.

More Games & analysis
Andrew Wright v Martin Quinn
Strong knock-out 24 Feb 2020
Scotch Game

Notes by Martin

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. d4 Nxd4
exd4 is played in 99% of Scotch games so I sometimes use Nxd4 as a way to avoid the main lines.
4. Nxe5 Ne6 5. Bc4 Nf6 6. Nc3 d6
6. ... Bb4 first would have been better, developing and keeping the c3 knight out off the immediate action.

7. Nxf7?!
I have reached the position after d6 (or something very similar) before and the attacked knight has always retreated.
As you can imagine, the move played gave me a nasty shock!
An interesting line would have been 7. Bb5+ c6 8. Nxc6 bxc6 9. Bxc6+ Bd7 10. Bxa8 Qxa8 with an equal but
unbalanced position.
7... Kxf7 8. e5!
Any delay and Black can begin to organise his defences.
8. ... d5
When in doubt, play d5. In King’s pawn games with the White bishop on c4 it is often the best move to blunt an
attack.
9. Nxd5
White could win back the sacrificed piece with 9.Bb3 c6 (Attempting to save the knight would be miserable for Black
9...Ne8 10.Qf3+ Kg8 11.Nxd5 c6 12.Nf4) 10.exf6 but he would have lost the initiative – Nxd5 keeps the pressure on.
9. ... Nxd5 10. Qf3+ Nf6 11. exf6
This relieves some of the pressure on Black. Leaving the knight pinned and continuing with development, Be3 and OO was best.
12. ... Qxf6 12. Qb3 g6 13. O-O Kg7 14. Re1 Bc5 15. Be3 b6 16. Rad1 Bxe3 17. Qxe3 Re8

18. Bd5
My queenside looks a bit hopeless and I was certainly concerned about this, so it must have been tempting for White
to look for a way to exploit it, however better would have been to reinforce the pressure down the e file with Rd5
followed by Re5.
18...Rb8 19.Bc6 Rd8 20.Qa3 a5 21.Rxd8 Qxd8
I looked at 21...Nxd8 22.Re7+ Kh6 23.Qe3+ and decided this was unpleasant. Computer analysis shows Black would
have to play very accurately just to maintain equality.
22.Qc3+ Qf6 23.Qc4 Nc5

24.Re8?
White’s attacking options have all but gone but the move played allows Black to quickly exchange down to a simple
winning endgame.
24. ... Be6 25.Qb5 Rxe8 26.Bxe8 Qe5 27.h3 Qe1+ 28.Qf1 Qxf1+ 29.Kxf1 Bd7
29...Bxa2 was available but in a little bit of time pressure, I decided to exchange bishops to get to an endgame I could
play quickly.
30.Bxd7 Nxd7 31.Ke2 Kf6 32.Ke3 c5 33.c4 Ne5 34.b3 Nc6 35.a3 g5 36.Kd3 h5 37.g3 Ke5 38.f3 Nd4 39.b4 Nxf3 40.b5
Ng1 41.g4 h4 42.Ke3 Nxh3 White resigns
Andrew’s sacrifice was well worth playing and I am pleased that it came up in a Standardplay game when I had lots of
thinking time. I am pretty sure if it was in Rapidplay I would have found a way to lose!
Adam Hart-Davis v Paul Brooks
Strong KO 20 Feb 2020
French Defence

Notes by Adam

1. e4 e6 2. d4 d5 3. exd5 exd5 4. c4 Nf6 5. Nc3 c6 6. Nf3 Bd6 7. Bg5 Qe7+ 8. Be2 dxc4 9. O-O O-O 10. Re1 Nbd7 11.
Bxc4 Qd8 12. Qd2 Qc7 13. Re2 h6

14. Bxh6
Ah well, I can only lose once…
14. ... gxh6 15. Qxh6 Bf4 16. Qg6+ Kh8 17. Bxf7 Nh7 18. Re7
Pinning the Nd7, and with the pretty threat 19. Bg8 and mate on g7 or h7
18. ... Qd6
Damn. Foiled.
19. Re6 Qc7 20. Rae1 Ne5 21. R6xe5 Qxf7 22. Qxf7 Rxf7 23. Re8+ Kg7 24. Ne5 Rc7 25. g3 Bxe5 26. dxe5 b6 27. Rd1
Bb7 28. Rxa8 Bxa8 29. Rd8 Bb7 30. Ne4 Bc8

31. Nd6
Threatening both the bishop and Ne8+, winning the rook.
Bd7 32. e6 Rc8 33. Rxd7+ Black resigns

Tournament, Congress & Competition reports (in chronological order)
Simon Bartlett Memorial Congress, Livermead House Hotel, Torquay, 24/01/2020 to 26/01/2020
This well supported event was business as usual in the Open with local GM Keith Arkell taking first place with 4
points from the five rounds. No doubting the highlight performance from a Plymouth point of view – Rob Wilby
taking first place in the intermediate section, scoring 4.5 with a grading for the event of 165. Well done Rob.
Plymouth players results as follows:
Section
Open
Intermediate
Intermediate
Minor

Plymouth player
Michael H Stinton-Brownbridge
Rob Wilby
Clifford B Peach
John Dean

Finishing position
=20th
1st
=11th
=5th

Score
(from 5)
1.5
4.5
2
3

Grading
Performance
145
165
115
96

East Devon Congress, Exeter 06/03/2020 to 08/03/2020
A strong field was attracted to this event which proved to be the last of this seasons local congresses. There were
half a dozen 200+ players in the Open including IMs Gary Lane and Peter Large and the top under 13 in the country,
Shreyas Royal. Gary Lane took first place with 4.5 points, drawing in the last round with Exeter’s FM William
Claridge-Hansen who dropped half a point taking a bye in the first round.
Nathan Mills from Brixham scored a fantastic 5 out of 5 in the Major.
Plymouth players results as follows:
Section
Open
Major
Major
Minor
Minor

Plymouth player
Michael H Stinton-Brownbridge
Rob Wilby
Clifford B Peach
John Dean
Klaus Tekniepe

Finishing position
=31st
=29th
=43rd
=6th
=43rd

Score
(from 5)
2
2
1
3.5
1.5

Grading
Performance
158
107
100
133
68

DCCA on-line Spring Rapidplay (May to June)
As well as the regular blitz events, the DCCA has been running an on-line seven round Spring Rapidplay. Split into
three sections, players have been playing one game a week at a time limit of 25min+10sec. 8 players all over 180
were put into an all play all premier section headed by IM Jack Rudd, 14 went into a Major section and 14 in a Minor
(under 120) section – both Swiss events.
Tony Tatam was on top form in the Minor, four wins and three draws gave him a winning score of 5.5 points. It was
an all Plymouth clash in the first round which proved to be decisive with Tony beating John Dean who ended up in
joint second place on 4.5 points. Graham Mill-Wilson finished on 4 points and Clifford Peach on 3.5 points.
Sadly, it was only the Minor section that managed to keep to the original timetable. At the time of writing the Major
is nearing the end and Martin Quinn is on 3 points from six with a round to play. In the Premier section results
displayed on Chess.com have not been kept up to date.

Devon & Torbay Leagues
All 2019/20 competitions run by the Devon County Chess Association and the Torbay Chess League were suspended
due to the Covid situation. The AGMs of these organisations, whenever these take place, will need to consider if
these can be completed. The league positions at the time fixtures were suspended were as follows:
DCCA
Mamhead
Team
Exmouth
Plymouth
Newton Abbot
South Hams
Barnstaple

(4 player team grade under 640)
Played
3
3
3
3
2

Won
3
2
1
1
0

Draw
0
0
0
0
0

Lost
0
1
2
2
2

For
8½
5½
7
4
3

Against
3½
6½
5
8
5

Points
6
4
2
2
0

(4 player team grade under 400)
DCCA Moyle
Team
Plymouth
Newton Abbot
Barnstaple

Played
3
3
2

Won
2
2
0

Draw
0
0
0

Lost
1
1
2

For
6½
6½
3

Against Points
5½
4
5½
4
5
0

(4 player team grade under 480)
TCL Division 3
Team
South Hams
Newton Abbot
Teignmouth
Plymouth
Torquay BGS

Played
5
5
6
4
6

Won
3
3
2
2
1

Draw
2
0
1
0
1

Lost
0
2
3
2
4

For
13½
11
10½
9½
7½

Against
6½
9
13½
6½
16½

Points
8
6
5
4
3

Draw
1
3
3
0
1

Lost
1
2
2
1
6

For
19
15½
14
11
4½

Against
9
12½
14
5
23½

Points
11
7
7
6
1

Draw
0
1
0
1

Lost
1
1
3
4

For
31
18
18
13

Against
17
14
22
27

Points
10
5
4
1

(4 player team grade under 420)
TCL Division 4
Team
South Hams
Torquay BGS
Newton Abbot
Plymouth
Teignmouth

Played
7
7
7
4
7

Won
5
2
2
3
0

(4 player team grade under 560)
TCL Rapidplay
Team
South Hams
Plymouth
Newton Abbot
Brixham

Played
6
4
5
5

Won
5
2
2
0

Plymouth had also qualified to play in the final of the TCL White Knights Chemicals Knockout where we were due to
play Newton Abbot.

Devon Chess
Devon I beat Somerset I - 8 December 2019
It sounds like it was a rather odd match, a late minute substitution meant Somerset’s board 2 was rated 42 points
higher than their board one, one Devon player defaulted as he thought it was the next day and the Devon captain
blundered a winning position (+12 on the computer) and lost. Nevertheless Devon won 10-6 in the end. No
Plymouth players took part.
There will be an online County Championship played over the summer. Devon’s fixtures can be viewed at:
https://ecflms.org.uk/lms/node/60305/efixtures
DCCA Team Quickplay 22 Feb 2020 at America Hall, Exeter
Unfortunately (or possibly fortunately!) no results have been published so I am not sure where the 4 player Plymouth
team finished in this event but I know we didn’t do very well. Individual scores from the 6 rounds of 12 minute
games in board order:
Rob Barnes 1.5; Martin Quinn 2; Rob Wilby 2; Daniel Jervis 4.
Rob Barne’s score doesn’t reflect the excellent chess he played on top board against a Who’s Who of Devon 1st team
players, with a number of very narrow defeats and a draw against Alan Brusey. Thankfully Daniel made our team
score just about respectable.

Upcoming events
To be confirmed

Trivia and Miscellany
The Sultan of the King?
Trivia shared by Nigel Short:
ChessBase contains a game of Erwin Knopfler - a Hungarian Jew, like Bobby Fischer and the Polgar sisters - against
the great Scottish Champion, William Fairhurst, from Glasgow 1953. Erwin quickly found himself in dire straits, as his
sons Mark and David would later do.
Staying Power
In January Leonard Barden (who together with Max Euwe played at Plymouth chess club’s Diamond Jubilee Congress
in 1948) wrote:
‘The daily chess column in the Evening Standard will finally reach its end on Friday, 31 January 2020. I have given the
starting-date as Monday, 4 June 1956 since although I am not totally sure of the exact date I recall that it was early
June and some time after Whitsun, which was in May that year. The total is thus 63 years, 7 months and 27 days
without a day missed’.
However 91 year old Barden isn’t retiring yet, he will continue as chess correspondent for the Financial Times and
the Guardian.

