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Thanks as always to the contributors to this newsletter.  Lots of good reading including Tony’s world beating Cretian 
exploits and Caleb proving what a great coach Nick has been.  As Leonardo Da Vinci said, “Poor is the teacher whose 
student does not surpass him.” 
 
I’ve enjoyed producing the club’s newsletter although I was never sure how many people enjoyed reading it, or even 
just read it!  I am hanging up my editor’s red pen but hope to read about the club’s successes in future editions of 
the newsletter. 
 
Martin Quinn 
 
Thoughts from the Secretary (Paul) 
 
Well another season is in full swing. Although some faces are not around as before, there are many new members 
that bring a variety, depth and vibrancy to the place. 
In fact, it does feel that we are coming out of a few very quiet years of pandemic; and establishing a firm base for 
future growth of the club in terms of both the number of players and the opportunities for involvement and 
development. 
We are very lucky to have a “committed” committee who beaver away in the background to ensure that we are all 
able to turn up and enjoy the game effortlessly. Before taking on the role of Secretary that is exactly what I would 
do: Turn up casually for a pre-arranged game, leave whenever the game was over ( normally with thoughts of the 
game running  through my head – the blunders – or that little gem of genius that rarely happens), wave or nod to a 
few people on the way out, and that would be my involvement until the next time I deigned to make an appearance. 
We can offer so much more to one another to make our club alive. 
Without naming names, we are blessed to have the youth “coaching and encouragement” session weekly which is 
producing fine fruit, this reverberates across the County and culminated in some excellent performances in the 
British championships.   
This year also sees a new league system with a pre-arranged fixture list. Again our competitions maestro works 
tirelessly to ensure that this is successful, setting up the leagues, fixture list, e-mailing constantly with reminders, 
following the results and publishing league tables. I would encourage all of us to be aware and take responsibility for 
our part in making this a success. 
4NCL – an online competition has just completed another season with some outstanding results – well done to the 
Plymouth team. I do believe that we are trying to continue in this format if we can find someone to step up and 
manage the team. 
The Torbay, inter club league has started again this year, where a 4 man team play home and away against other 
local clubs. A great start drawing the first match and winning the second – it will be interesting to see the progress – I 
have high hopes for Plymouth CC! 
It has been fantastic to see the OTB chess congresses being held again, and if you have never taken part, keep your 
eyes open, as they are always advertised in club by the sign in register, and book yourself in. There is always good 
representation from the club – in fact the recent Torquay congress resulted in some great wins for our members in 
different sections and impressively Plymouth CC came out as the overall team winner. 
Along with a very healthy Strong’s knockout cup and occasional quick chess - fun sessions, there is always a smiling 
face ready to play an ad hoc friendly game. 
So with opportunities opening up again, get involved. If there is anything you want to get involved in ask! – We are 
always looking for members to take on roles that will support the smooth running of different parts of the club – the 
more the merrier – from setting out the boards on a Monday to driving a team of players to an away game; washing 
up the cups in the kitchen after a team session to setting up a giant chess board on the Hoe during the summer, to 
advertise that we are alive and kicking; maybe even taking on the production of this newsletter on a quarterly basis? 



So in summary, a great start to the year. As we all get involved and take part there is no reason why we can’t go from 
strength to strength; and I look forward to reporting on the successes we achieve this year. 
 
Tony adds... 
 
In the Club the tournaments are progressing nicely. The compiling of the internal league fixtures by the Competion 
Secretary in advance seems to be working nicely.  I can report that twice as many games have taken place this year 
compared with the same period last year. 29 players have entered into the internal leagues. Going into the Christmas 
break, Mick Stinton-Brownbridge heads the Ron Bruce league with 3½/4, Tony Tatam heads the Bloodworth with 
5/5, Joseph Day 4½/5 in the Larry Guard and Finlay Langford 5/5 in the Taylor league. 
 
In Division 3 of the Torbay Chess League we were held at home 2-2 by South Hams and then beat Newton Abbot 3½-
½, also at home. 
 
Diary of a World Champ – Tony reports 
 
The World Amateur Senior Chess Championships took place in sunny Crete from the 1 st-10th October 2022.  
 
Nearing the end of our 4 hour flight to Crete, the Captain tells us to make sure our seatbelts are fastened as we begin 
the descent to Heraklion Airport. However, there were some 5 or 6 planes in front of us in a holding pattern and we 
were to join them and wait our turn, but hey-ho we didn't have enough fuel, so the Captain diverts to Chania Airport 
to refuel. We eventually landed at Heraklion some two a half hours late. 
 
So, we register and see who we are up against. A total of 93 players from 26 countries with 16 players from England 
were spread over the eight groups. This time I had a title to defend so no pressure then. My Group had dwindled 
from 12 players down to six due to health reasons so it was a double round all play all over the 9 rounds. My 
opponents were from France, Belgium, Austria, Holland and Switzerland.  
 
Round 1 and I'm on the leader board after a really intense game which lasted just over 4 hours. The other games in 
my Group were drawn so I'm the only one with 1/1. 
 
In Round 2 my Austrian opponent offered me a draw three times, but if I'm going to win tournaments then I must 
win games. So, I persevered and carried on. I didn’t play all that well in another long game lasting well over three 
hours but I managed to get behind his King and played a beautiful mate in the middle of the board. So, fortunately 
I'm on 2/2 but now tired and facing another game this afternoon. 
 
Round 3 pitched me against the Frenchman and here’s the game 
Levier,Jean-Franco (1249) - Tatam,Tony (1389) 
1.b4 e5 2.Bb2 d6 3.b5 Nf6 4.c4 b6 5.d3 Nbd7 6.Nd2 Be7 7.e4 0–0 8.Be2 Nc5 9.Nb3 Nfd7 10.a4 Nxb3 11.Qxb3 Nc5 
12.Qc2 Bd7 13.Nf3 Bg4 14.a5 Qd7 15.0–0 f5 16.Ne1 Bxe2 17.Qxe2 Nb3 18.Ra3 Nxa5 19.Bc3 Nb7 20.Nf3 fxe4 21.Qxe4 
Nc5 22.Qe2 Qf5 23.Bb4 Ne6 24.Rfa1 Nf4 25.Qd2 Qg4 26.g3 Nh3+ 27.Kf1 Qxf3 28.R1a2  
 

 
 
Here I could see that I could win his Queen by forcing the King onto e2. 
 



28….Qh1+ 29.Ke2 Rxf2+ 30.Ke3 and here I was so delighted to capture the Queen that I moved far too quickly. I went 
on to win the game but when I played through it later on, I couldn’t believe what I’d missed. Either 30……Qf3 or Bg5 
was mate!  Never, in my whole life have I had a game where I could mate my opponent with two different pieces and 
I totally missed it! 
 
In Round 4 I played the Swiss fellow and at last a rather shorter game lasting just over an hour although I had to 
settle for a draw against the bottom placed player. He seemed to swap the pieces off at every opportunity and at the 
end all my pawns were on white squares and his were on the dark squares, so the game was pretty much stitched 
up. 
 
Round 5  
Another long game for me lasting 3½ hours in which I played the Dutchman. Nothing too exciting about this game 
but I was well up on the clock and the finish was lovely. I threatened his Rook with a Bishop and if he moved it then 
the Bishop would move again and pin his Queen to his King. So, I either exchange Bishop for Rook or he loses his 
Queen. He resigned as he had only 8 mins remaining in which he had to make 11 moves whilst I still had 44 mins. So 
I’m now leading with 4½/5. 
   
Round 6 
Yet another long game timewise for me although only 30 odd moves. These long games are taking it out on me as I 
was feeling pretty shattered come the end. We had 4 pawns and two Bishops each and rather than carry on and 
make a mistake with me being tired I accepted his draw offer. I'm heading the pack by half a point with 5/6 so I'm 
well pleased. 
 
Round 7 
I was tired today through lack of sleep having suffered cramp at 2am so I decided to take my time and try not to 
make any mistakes. The Austrian is next to bottom and his only win so far was against the bottom placed Swiss 
player. I was soon way down on the clock and the only way I can describe my game was that it was the great escape. 
I should have lost, but he missed the winning move. The game was 53 moves lasting well over 3 hours. 
 
Hebenstreit, Walter (1274) 0-1 Tatam, Tony (1389) 
1. d4 d5 2. Bf4 Nf6 3. e3 e6 4. Nc3 Bd6 5. Bxd6 Qxd6 6. h3 a6 7. Nf3 O-O 8. a3 c5 9. Be2 Nc6 10. O-O b5 11. Qd2 Bb7 
12. b3 cxd4 13. exd4 Rfc8 14. Bd1 Rc7 15. Re1 Rac8 16. Re3 b4 17. Na4 Nd7 18. axb4 Nxb4 19. c3 Nc6 20. b4 Na7 21. 
Nc5 Nb5 22. Be2 h6 23. Ne5 Nxc5 24. bxc5 Qd8 25. Rg3 Qf6 26. Ng4 Qg5   
 

 
 
This was a really bad move and as soon as I took my hand off the Queen I saw he could play Nxh6+ and that I was 
totally lost. He kept me in suspense for 3 minutes and then swopped the Queens off. Without doubt this was the 
great escape.  27. Qxg5 hxg5 28. Bxb5 axb5 29. Ra5 Bc6 30. Ne5 Be8 31. Nf3 f6 32. Ne1 Rb7 33. Nc2 Rcb8 34. Nb4 Rc8 
35. Re3 Kf7 36. Ra6 Re7 37. c6 Rec7 38. Kf1 Bxc6 39. Nxc6 Rxc6 40. Rxc6 Rxc6 41. Ke2 Rb6 42. Kd2 b4 43. Kc2 bxc3 44. 
Rxc3 Rb7 45. f3 f5 46. g4 Kf6 47. Rb3 Rxb3 48. Kxb3 e5 49. Kc3 g6 50. Kd3 e4+ 51. fxe4 dxe4+ 52. Ke3 Ke6 53. Kf2 Kd5 
0-1 
  
Round 8 
Today's the big day ! If I beat my nearest challenger, the Frenchman, then I can't be caught. 
 
Tatam,Tony (1389) - Levier,Jean-Franco (1249) 



1.d4 d5 2.e3 Bf5 3.f4 e6 4.Nf3 c5 5.Be2 cxd4 6.exd4 Nf6 7.0–0 Bd6 8.Be3 0–0 9.c4 Ng4 10.Bf2 Nxf2 11.Rxf2 Bxf4 
12.Kh1 Bg4 13.Nc3 Bxf3 14.Rxf3 Bg5 15.Rg3 Bf6 16.Bf3 Qb6 17.cxd5 Qxd4 18.Qxd4 Bxd4 19.dxe6 Nc6 20.exf7+ Rxf7 
21.Bd5 Raf8 22.Bxf7+ Rxf7 23.Rf3 Rd7 24.Raf1 h6 25.a3 a6 26.b4 Bf6 27.Ne4 Be5 28.Nc5 Re7 29.Rf8+ Kh7 30.R8f7 
Re8 31.Nxb7 Bf6 32.Nc5 Kg6 33.Rc7 Nd4 34.Nxa6 Nb5 35.Rc6 Nd4 36.Rd6 Nf5 37.Rd3 Re2 38.Rdf3 Nh4 39.R3f2 Re3 
40.g3 Nf5 41.Rxf5 Rxa3 42.Nc5 h5 43.Nd7 Bd4 44.b5 h4 45.Ne5+ Kh6 46.Nf7+ Kh7 47.Rh5+ Kg6 48.Rxh4 Ra1 49.Rhf4 
Rxf1+ 50.Rxf1 Bf6 51.Nd6 Be5 52.Nc8 Kg5 53.Kg2 Kg4 54.h3+ Kh5 55.Rf5+ Kg6 56.Rxe5 Kh6 57.b6 1–0 
 
Lack of concentration and being very nervous with so much at stake on this game, saw me make an early mistake 
and go a pawn down. However, I clawed the pawn back, although at one stage I was an hour down on the clock. I 
managed to pin his Rook to his King and went the exchange up and slowly took control of the game. My opponent 
eventually resigned on move 57.  Only when the other players in my group started congratulating me did it sink in 
that I had become World Champ and with a game in hand. What a wonderful feeling. 
 
Round 9 
I was playing the bottom placed player and was totally relaxed. Far too relaxed in fact as for the third game 
consecutive game I made an early mistake, this time going the exchange down. But I fought back and won a pawn 
and my opponent offered me a draw. He is the bottom placed player and was delighted that he was the only player 
in the group not to have been beaten by me. Both the 2nd and 3rd placed players lost today so I finished a clear 2 
points in front. The 6 wins and 3 draws were a repeat of when I won in 2019.  
Tatam,Tony (1389) - Batschelet,Ernst (1243) 
1.d4 d5 2.e3 e6 3.f4 Nf6 4.Nf3 Bb4+ 5.c3 Be7 6.Nbd2 b6 7.Be2 Bb7 8.0–0 Nbd7 9.h3 c5 10.Ne5 c4 11.Ndf3 Nxe5 
12.Nxe5 Ne4 13.Nf3 Bf6 14.Bd2 h6 15.Be1 a5 16.Qa4+ Qd7 17.Qxd7+ Kxd7 18.Ne5+ Ke7 19.Ng4 b5 20.Nf2 Ng3 
21.Bd2 Nxf1 22.Rxf1 Bh4 23.Ng4 f5 24.Ne5 Kf6 25.Bh5 g5 26.Ng6 Rhg8 27.Nxh4 gxh4 28.Be1 Ke7 29.Bxh4+ Kd6 
30.Kh2 a4 31.a3 Bc6 32.Bf3 Be8 33.Rg1 h5 34.Rf1 Bf7  ½–½ 
 
Final crosstable 
 

Rk. Name Rtg FED 1 2 3 4 5 6 Pts.  

1  Tatam, Tony   1389 ENG X 1-1 ½-1 1-1 1-  ½-½ 7½ 

2  Levier, Jean-Francois   1249 FRA 0-0 X 1-  1-½ 0-1 1-1 5½ 

3  Beddegenoodts, Marc   1354 BEL 0-½  -0 X 1-0 1-1 1-0 4½ 

4  Hebenstreit, Walter   1274 AUT 0-0  ½-0 1-0 X 0-1 1-  3½ 

5  Rouw, Cees   1359 NED  -0 0-1 0-0 0-1 X  ½-1 3½ 

6  Batschelet, Ernst   1243 SUI  ½-½ 0-0 0-1  -0 0-½ X 2 

 
This was the second visit we had made to Crete. I take the wife on a chess holiday and she loves it. Really, it couldn’t 
be better, when I finish my game, I join the wife on the beach or by the swimming pool. The tournament is run by the 
Amateur Chess Organisation (ACO) and I can certainly recommend it. 
 
Home for a day, then down to Penzance for the Cornwall Congress. It’s a tough old life playing chess ! 
 
I was brimming with confidence and eager to continue my good fortune. At the Congress I met up with Plymouth 
Club mates Paul Wood, playing in the U1750, and Jonathan Ellis, playing alongside me in the U1550. 
 
Four wins and a draw and I win my second tournament in just two weeks. What on earth’s going on, is this really 
happening. 
 
Juniors report by Nick Butland  
 
We have seen the usual fluctuations in numbers of juniors, peaking at 13. 
 
In November, Dave Regis and I ran a Saturday tournament day for novices, which a number of our players attended. 
Ruby won one of the prizes. We also recruited some of the youngsters to the club! 



 
The measure we apply in the Christmas term is the degree of success for club members at the Devon Junior 
Championship. I think we can be pleased on that basis; Ruby was the best girl in the Under-9 group & Angela has 
now moved up to claim the Under-11 Girls title. We had 2 competitors in the Under-13s, with George & 2 of the boys 
at Devonport High competing with the Under-15s. Finally, Caleb returned to the scene of last year's Under-18 
triumph but returned as runner-up. He has 3 more chances to reclaim the trophy... I hope that there will be coverage 
of Torbay congress elsewhere, but his 2034 rating there was an excellent result. 
 
Thanks to all adult club members for your understanding;  If you weren't familiar, the juniors rule the roost from 5 till 
6.15 & then we do our best to ensure that the adults can play in quiet from 6.20... 
 
If anyone would be prepared to step in for me very occasionally so we don't have to close the club when I am on 
holiday, please do get in touch with me & I can give you a briefing & some reassurance they haven't eaten anyone 
yet. 
 
Sacrifices in Chess, Art, and Life – Provoking Thoughts (Irony not Excluded) 
by Klaus Tekniepe 
 
A few months ago I became acquainted with a German chess magazine called „Karl“. Some of the editions seemed 
interesting to me and I ordered three issues, one of them released twenty years ago: „Chess and Literature“, „Chess 
and Art“, „Chess and Beauty“. 
 
In „Chess and Art“ I found an article about art students invited to create chess boards and pieces. One group had 
come up with a set consisting of black pieces made of coal and white pieces in the shape of solar panels. Politically 
utterly correct! The bad blacks responsible for huge CO2 emission, and the world saving whites with their alternative 
energy production. The comment in the magazine: When the player on the black side moves their own pieces he or 
she each time dirties their hands. That serves these polluters right! However, what the commentator forgot to 
mention is this: When the good party takes a black piece the same happens to them. Now we see an even deeper 
wisdom in this chess set creation. A murder in the name of the good nevertheless remains a dirty matter. 
 
In „Chess and Beauty“ I found material worth reading as well. You will not be surprised that beautiful chess moves, 
combinations, ideas, tactics, strategies often – oh: very often – are associated with the sacrifice of one piece or even 
more than one. For now let’s leave the field of chess (to come back to later on), enter real life (albeit in the view of 
artists), and ask: What is the beauty of a sacrifice? Look e.g. at some paintings depicting Saint Sebastian, the martyr 
perforated with arrows. The martyr himself ecstatically indulges in his torture and the canvas can be interpreted as a 
celebration of the beauty of masochism. The entire scene is not abhorrent as one may expect from a scene of torture 
and immolation, it is rather beautiful. 
 
Nowadays including the 20th century we in the Christianised Western civilisation find fewer religious martyrs in our 
ranks and more self-sacrifices due to political concepts like e.g. democracy or the idea of a precious nation worth to 
be defended to the last drop of blood. Particularly the latter was highly present and virulent in 1914. We all know 
that all the young men going to the shamble were hailed as heroes when they started their journey as cannon 
fodder. However, one and a half years before, on May 29, 1913, the same people celebrating human sacrifices for 
the nation, condemned one of the most epoch-making art works. The world premiere of Igor Stravinsky’s „Le Sacre 
du printemps“ („The Rite of Spring“) in Paris was a huge scandal. The audience revolted. This ballet is about an 
immolation rite of an archaic tribe. In order to underline that the story happens in a pre-civilised period the music is 
of that sort which triggered this description by a witness: „Never had an audience heard music so brutal, savage, 
aggressive, and apparently chaotic.“ (The story: A young girl has to dance herself to death in a trance in order to 
enable that all the other male and female adolescents of her age enter the world of adulthood, an archaic and pagan 
initiation rite which requires a human sacrifice. You can watch the fantastic choreography by the famous Pina Bausch 
on Youtube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z1hFwsXaTVY.) 
 
The reason for the anger of the audience is that they were not yet familiar with this strongly expressionistic music. 
This is for sure. But in my opinion there could be a deeper reason why the ballet visitors became so furious. They did 
not experience the music as beautiful and therefore the music reminded them that a human sacrifice is never 
beautiful. Additionally they were reminded that human sacrifices basically belong to a historic period long, long ago, 
under pre-civilised conditions. They might have (of course unconsciously) seen themselves as barbarian while hailing 
the moribund soldiers sacrificed for whatever in the name of civilisation. The music as well as the dance performance 



let them look into a mirror where they recognised themselves as brutish pagans. No wonder that the blamed the 
composer for their emotional discomfort. 
 
Now, dear reader, you might guess what I tell you: We chess players finding beauty in the sacrifice of pieces, what 
are we? We are civilised persons of the 21st century regressing to a state of an archaic culture in which sacrifices 
were deemed essential in the life of a tribe. We embrace the archaic part of our personality, practise it, and divert it 
into an innocent and bloodless game. In our real life we (hopefully most of us) are decent citizens. We can afford to 
be the good ones, that means those loving solar panels. 
 
Some readers may be disappointed with this article because it is in a chess newsletter but without any position on 
the board to analyse or to solve so far. I like to reconcile these readers as I cite from „Karl – Chess and Literature“. 
The story of princess Dilaram is mentioned in an historic overview.  It states: „Every chess player knows this story.“ 
Please imagine how ashamed I was because I had never heard of a lady called Dilaram. Although you certainly know 
her I remind you how she avoided to be sacrificed by her husband. For the latter (a king or so) was an enthusiastic 
chess player albeit not a good one. In one match he had taken Dilaram, his lovely and really beautiful wife, as game 
stake. When he was about to lose the game she whispered to him: „Sacrifice your rooks, not me.“ In this case I 
humbly admit that it was a beautiful sacrifice, not least because it came to the rescue of a beautiful woman. This was 
the pivotal position. (Be aware that at that time the bishop was an elephant and could only go two steps diagonally, 
but was allowed to jump over another piece, in this position Bh3 can go f1 and f5.) White to play, checkmate in 6 
moves. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Games & analysis 
 
Date: 05/12/22 
White: Caleb Caleshu 
Black: Nick Butland 
Competition: Ron Bruce League   Notes by Caleb 
 
1. e4 e6 2. d4 d5 3. Nd2 Nf6 4. e5 Nfd7 5. Ngf3 c5 6. c3 Nc6 7. Bd3 Qb6 8. O-O 
 

 
 
In this opening, White sacrifices the d-pawn for good piece activity. 
 
8… cxd4 9. cxd4 Nxd4 10. Nxe4 Qxe4 11. Nf3 Qb6 12. Qa4 Qb5 13. Qc2 Nc5 14. Bd2 Qa4 15. b3 Qd7 16. Bb4?!  



 
This move is an inaccuracy, 16. Be2 would have been better, because it gets my bishop out of the way of the knight. 
 
16… b6 17. a4  
 
17. a4 Threatens Bb5, winning the Queen. 
 
17… Nxd3 18. Bxf8 Kxf8 
 
18…Ba6 would have been better for Black. This was played in a game between Renier Castellanos Rodriguez (Rated 
2471) and Jaime Valmana Canto (Rated 2376) in 2008. That game continued: 18…Ba6 19. Bd6 Rc8 20. Qd2 Nc5 and 
White went on to win that game on move 34. 
 
19. Qxd3 a5 20. Qe3 Qb7 21. Nd4 
 
This move threatens Nb5 then Nd6. 
 

 
 
21… Bd7 22. f4 g6 23. g4  
 
I wanted to go for an attack on Black’s King. 
 
23… h5 24. h3 hxg4 25. hxg4 Ke7 26. f5 Rag8 27. Qg5+ Ke8 
 
The Black King is stuck in the centre of the board.  
 

 
 
28. fxe6 Bxe6 29. Rac1 
 
Bringing the rook to the open file. 
 
29…Bf5 30. Nxf5 gxf5 31. Qxf5 Kf8  
 
It is checkmate in seven. 
 



 
 
32. Rc8+ Kg7 33. Qf6+ Kh7 34. Rf5 Rxg4+ 35. Kf2 Qxc8 36. Rh5+ Kg8 37. Rxh8# 
 

 
 
Club champions of old – notes by Martin 

George Wheeler’s name will be known to most club members as a former Vice-President of the club.  In the 1970s 

and early 1980s he was Plymouth’s  strongest player winning seven club championships in the eight years 1973 to 

1980.  He was also a key figure in the county scene and won the Devon championship four times.  Unfortunately he 

was on the losing side on March 15th, 1986 when Cornwall beat Devon for the first time ever and did so comfortably, 

10.5 to 5.5.  On board 1 George lost to a promising 14 year old, Michael Adams. 

 

However on his day he could get the better of very strong opponents.  I found a couple of his wins on 

https://players.chessbase.com/ 

 

Apologies for the lack of proper annotation, just notes on the key game changing errors as spotted by my friend, 

Fritz. 

 

George Wheeler – IM Andrew Martin 
Bristol Open 1981 
King's Indian: Sämisch 
 
1.c4 g6 2.Nc3 Bg7 3.e4 d6 4.d4 Nf6 5.f3 e5 6.dxe5 dxe5 7.Qxd8+ Kxd8 8.Bg5 c6 9.f4 Kc7 10.Nf3 10 .h6 11.Bxf6 Bxf6 
12.fxe5 Bg7 13.Be2 Re8 14.0–0 Nd7 15.Rad1 Re7 16.e6 Rxe6 17.Nd4 Re7 18.Bf3 a5 19.b3 Nc5 20.Ndb5+ Kb8  
 



 
 
21.Rd8?  
I imagine George was looking at a continuation that involved Bg4 and perhaps a Knight landing on d6 but it was 
never on.  The simple retreat Nd4 was required.  Black would have an advantage with pressure the isolated e pawn 
and the Bishop pair but nothing major. 
 
21...cxb5 22.Nxb5 Ne6 23.Rg8 Ra6 24.Bg4 Be5 25.Rd1 Rc6 26.g3 h5 27.Bh3 b6 28.Rd5  
 

 
 
28... Ng5??  
A position in which it would be easy to miscalculate.  Best was 28...Rc5 and all threats are covered. 
 
 29.Bd7! Rxd7  
The exchange is lost, quickly getting rid of the pesky Bishop is Black’s best move. 
 
30.Rxd7 Nxe4 31.Rxf7 Nd6 32.Re7  
 

 
 
32...Bf6??  
The Bishop on c8 gives the illusion of control of the c8-h3 diagonal and was probably the cause of this blunder.  Of 
course it is pinned and is no threat at all.  After 32...Nxb5 33.Rxe5 Nd4 the position would be close to level. 
 



33.Re6+ Nxb5 34.Rxc6 Bd4+ 35.Kf1 Na7 36.Rcxg6 Kc7 37.Rh6 Bh3+ 38.Ke2 Nc6 39.Rxh5 Be6 40.Rh7+ Kd6 41.Re8 Bg4+ 
42.Kf1 42...Bf5 43.Rh6+ Kd7 44.Re1 Bc5 45.Rd1+ Kc7 46.h3 Ne5 47.Rd5 Bd3+ 48.Ke1 Nf3+ 49.Kd1 Be4 50.g4 Bxd5 
51.cxd5 Ng5 52.Ke2 Ne4 53.Kd3 Nf2+ 54.Kc4 Nd1 55.Rc6+ Kd7 56.Rxc5 bxc5 57.Kxc5 Nc3 58.h4 Nxa2  59.h5 Nc1 
60.Kc4 Ne2 61.h6 Nf4 62.h7 Ng6 63.Kc5 Nh8 64.d6 Ng6 65.Kd5 Nh8 66.Ke5 1–0 
 
His opponent in the next game was Johann Sommerville who was clearly a very strong player having finished with a 
50% score in the previous year’s British Championships at the age of 18, tied with, amongst others,  no less a player 
than Jonathan Penrose.  The last mention of him in the British chess scene I could find was playing for Cambridge in 
the 92nd Varsity Chess Match against Oxford University in 1974.  A web search finds he is now an Emeritus Professor 
at the University of Wisconsin where he describes himself as a historian of early modern Britain, and of the History of 
Political Thought in Europe between the Middle Ages and the Enlightenment.  Of course this is not relevant, but I 
thought it was quite interesting! 
 
Johann Sommerville – George Wheeler 
Islington Open 1972 
Sicilian, Nimzovich–Rossolimo Attack 
 
1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 g6 4. O-O Bg7 5. c3 a6 6. Bxc6 bxc6 7. e5 d5 8. exd6 exd6 9. Re1+ Ne7 10. d3 O-O 11. Bg5 f6 
12. Qb3+ c4 13. Qxc4+ d5 14. Qc5 fxg5 15. Qxe7 Qb6 16. Qxg5 Qxb2 17. Nbd2 Qxc3 18. Rac1 Qf6 19. Qxf6 Rxf6 20. 
Re8+ Bf8 21. Rce1 c5 22. Nb3 Rc6 23. R1e7 c4 24. dxc4 dxc4 25. Nbd4 Rb6 26. h3 Rb7 
 

 
 
27. Rxc8?? 
Fritz gives 27.Nc6 c3 28.Nfd4 Rxe7 29.Nxe7+ Kf7 30.Rxc8 Rxc8 31.Nxc8 Bc5 32.Nb3 c2 33.Kf1 Ba3 34.Ke2 c1Q 35.Nxc1 
Bxc1 and White is a pawn to the good. 
 
27... Rb1+  
0-1  After 28. Kh2 Rxc8 it’s game over. 
 
 
When a tempo is worth more than a bishop – notes by Martin 

  
This position arose when I was looking at a possible continuation of one of my 
online bullet games that, as usual, had ended with a flag fall.  White has just 
taken a pawn on b2. What should Black do?  If the game had reached this 
position I expect I would have immediately whipped off the bishop – a losing 
move.  The game may have continued... 
 
49...Kxb2 50.Kd4 Kc2 51.Ke5 Kd3 52.Kf6 Bf5 53.Ke7 Ke4 54.d7 Bxd7 55.Kxd7 Kf5 
56.Ke7 Kg4 57.Kf6 Kxg3 58.f5 h4 59.fxg6 h3 60.g7 h2 61.g8Q h1Q  
 

 



     ...and best play has White eventually getting his pawn through to promotion.  

 
           
 
The draw is actually quite simple e.g. 49. ... Kb4 50.Kd4 Kb5 51.Ke5 Kc6 52.Kf6 
Bf5 53.Ke7 Bg4  
 
And White’s bishop is as much use as a chocolate teapot! 
 

 

 

 

Trivia and Miscellany 

Football playing chess players and chess playing footballers  

With the World Cup on everyone’s mind...  

...who has had the greatest combined level of ability in chess and football?    

Magnus Carlsen and David Howell both like a kick about but neither of them would stand a chance of getting into the 

Argyle reserve team.  Lionel Messi, Cristiano Ronaldo and 

Neymar have all talked about playing chess in their downtime 

but I am not sure if any of them would get into our Torbay 

league team! 

Without doubt it’s the Norwegian grandmaster  Simen 

Agdestein (in action left) who would be the GOAT (greatest of all 

time) if abilities in chess and football were to be combined. In 

the late 1980s, Agdestein combined top-flight chess with a full-

time football career, representing his country at both.  In the 

early 1990s, a knee injury cut short his football activities. 

He became Norwegian national chess champion at the age of 15 

and a grandmaster at 18; he finished second at the 1986 World 

Junior Championship ahead of Vishy Anand and Agdestein has 

represented his country seven times at the Chess Olympiad, 

mostly playing first board. 

In his 8 years as a striker at Lyn Oslo he had an impressive 

record of 43 goals in 98 appearances.  He played 8 times for Norway’s football team scoring once.  


